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This ſhews us, that the end 
and deſign of matrimony is to add to man's fe- 

Licity 3 therefore, when this end proves abortive, 


and delight him. 


the means are of no value; and that matrimony 
which does not add to man's happineſs, is not 


2 divine inſtitution: There is nothing ſacred nor 5 


moral, nor any good policy in it. A moral in- 


ſtitution not effecting a moral end, is of no moral 
validity; and therefore ought to be reftified to 
make it effective, or be eſteemed . it ban of no 


F or conſequence. 
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a wife ought to be, a help fit for the man ſhe 
bas: She muſt be a help, and a proper help, or 
the is go wife, tho“ ſhe may bear the name; and 


jf ſhe 1s no wife, the man is not married, he is 
not in the ſtate of matrimony; it is in the na- 
ture of the thing, and ought to be in fact de- 
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man has a right to ſeek him a wife, one that is 


a help proper for him; for the former bands are 
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man ſhould be alone, and ſeeing he finds his wants 
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matrimony not cured in one, he has a right to 
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man's wife therefore, is to be conſidered as a part 
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This double-refin'd human nature, this charmin 
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tece of this orb of creatures, replete with every 
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And Adam ſaid, This is bone of my bones, od 
% of my fleſh; ſbe ſpall be called woman, be. 
_ cauſe ſpe was taken-out of man. Adam knew her 
ori inal,. by her form and nature, fo like him- 
ſelf; and conſequently her behaviour was 
leaſing, that he 5 her to be his own. 
Chis appears to be all the ſimple form of cere - 
mony, by which they were united. We do not 
i 3 that God acted the part of a prieſt to join 
them together, only that of a father to the 
_ young woman, in giving her away. For be 
wrought: ber to the man: Therefore the father's 
conſent with the damſel, I conceive to be cere - 
mony ſufficient to conſecrate matrimany, If a 
man thus take a woman, and declares her be- 
fore God, or before good witneſs, to be his 
wife, is all I can find in the original inſtitution. 
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neceſſary. 


8 | comfort * WN of his Ns chat Wo” 4 
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1 healing every wound, 


9% in room thereof. Her ſoft en· . 
nature cloſes up every breach, heals the 


A woman who | is a meet meet help to a 4 man, EY 
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. | worthy of God: From ſuch a wife a wan wou 
„ as ſoon break one of his bones as be divorced. 
One fleſh and bone is one body, and one be, 
will have one ſoul; her exiſtence muſt em "wo 
de from him, and his life to be bound up in 
JA... ² ( 
2 man becomes nearer related in ſoul or affection 
than to his father or mother, from 'whom tis. 
body and ſoul deſcended. By the time childteen 
come to a ſtate of maturity, the affectien WS. 
tween them and their parents is much leſen ec; 
Wards a wife, with whom, when there is zn unn. - 
on in ſpirit, it is a joining, fit to be aſcribed ng 
to him who is a Spirit. There can be no neter IJ 
relation, than ſuch who are ſo joined. He rt 
come one fleſh with his wifes as if all that © 


dear now centered in her, they are one fleſh. | | 

likeneſs of nature, in fitneſs of mind, and di. 
poſition. The fame. fleſh muſt have the fame 

AL ſpirit ; the ſame ſoul muſt be in both, they an- 
| not otherwiſe be united as one fleſh.” As tie 
unity of minds is greater than that of "bodies - 
* ſo, the diſſimilitude is greater, the differente 
* and diſtinction more unfike. Phe likeneſd e 
the human kind irreſiſtibly. A man cut 
leave father and mother and cleave” to a 8 
_  ** thing, to a worſe than nothing, to an adverſary: 
Can any law be fo unreaſonable or inmman is ͤ 


r. 3 8 
A 


2 Rint? When: the pars jon ae 
joinin eee ine! ee 1 


. 
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1 ow 04.- 1 5 5 22 
> before nr wk 8 OY NS 1 
1 28 man and : his wife, 5 i — nt 
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das an Ad noi 0 25 5 theſe words pd 4 
| 2 3 e 4 a . 


vere 5: 25 what: they do: 3 be: 5 1? 
t the myſtical, ſpiritual. and inp 9 8 48, 
ey were both” innocent 
knew no evil in their enjoyments 
1 mow -conſcious . of - guilt. Team : Was. ee to 
ition at the great call of Nature, and Eve 
Ape atancouſly acquielc/d. without offence. In this 
3 af the Lord God „I. 


55 2 baud. multiply: 10 | 
0 ar walker I will and.ſinned not. 


_ various red "and people; 
hey are, th / are but ceremonies, Which law 
and cuſtom only make neceſſary, and are the 
Jeaſt part of matrimony; therefore thoſe that act 
 zowards. each other on the principles of natural 
ö BR 1 EO a 
— v. 2. "Male 8 Female cheated. bet 7 
; and. called their name Adam, in 15. | 


<) 
* 


= 


J 
* ms 


2729 
_ ” 8 affeion, the) 5 
gainſt the cuſtom of "the county 
before whom hey walk naked and 455 nat ane. 
And tho” men may endeavour to p put thoſe 
ſhame that tranſgreſs the laws of El yet a 
* enerality of thoſe that ſubmit to. byman i impo- 
gu Inconſiſtent with the reaſon and Tiature Gol 
the matrimonial ſtate, are forced to dn in 
ſfectet ſenfe and ſorrow- of their Pals, if gor in 
Words, chat it is a "yoke, which _neither "they nor 
der fathers were euer able to bear; that i 10 fl 
1 ich is the ill. coupling of unfit perſons, who'are 
— Faber Pair'd in bodies, nor mateh'd in tminds; ü 
: =) n moſt barbarous confining” them ins dy Wore 


w 


- < ! ; , 
5 
* 
I 
. P * 


SY 4 


tend! to "plead for, is a pine dener 01 
hep! Og. the rigbteous laws of Gad aud n 


_ whatever cuſtoms do by their natural conſequent 


tion, which originally aiming at the happineſs" "of 
e contracting . is 1 bverted, 20 conſe- 
Es annull 
> it generally and An tends - to their un ä 
peine But T intend not creby to excite in 
= es practice, but to oy in .a_' clear light 
That virtuous: mag 2 ht to be eryoyed, and 
„ natural liberty e indulged, confiſtent 
„ Private happineſs 8 the pu lick tranqui- 
| ity. Virtudus sctions do not ariſe from n-. 
ſtraint, but from natural N jure; oe, ; 
and human affoctions. PBS, 
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yet not 0 G50, : 7 3 


are* conſiſtent” with human dal Ahe 1 
Bs end deſigw'd in a matrimorial fate: And > 


iftrate' that end, do alſo make void the inffity- - ©} 


when, by vicious law or cul 


e confldered 0 onal inflation of ma- 9 


_ trimony, or what is recomm nded- to us © prac 
and have found the true nature of it in the 4 


3 of a 1 frgin 8 8 us a8 the "2 


"SIREN SEELEY 


(10 . 131 * L 


hiker x.of. the feſt Adam, the 70 5 . of 
= 


nkind: I iorend. next to conſider, what (as we 
are told) the Young: ow fx as he is AA Ys has 1 
on. ROMS: ſubject + A n 


. 4 FR 


i — - words L 3 to conſider, are in neh 


Kix. V. 3. to the 12th. 


35. Tg e 40% came unto 3 "and ſaying 
unto him, Is it lawful for a man to. Put Fe: bis 


2 wife for, every cauſe ? : 


ot And be anſwered ond "aid unto. | them, have 
ye not read, that be zobich made them. a the | begins 
ning made them male and female? 3 

2 And ſaid, for this cauſe ſhall. 4 man. leave 
father and. mother, and ſhall cleave 1o bis wife; 


: and they twain ſpall be one fleſb. 


. Wherefore they are no more twain, but. on 


| ; Aae; 5 what there efare. Go bath Joined, together 4 
nut man put aſunder. - 


7. They. fay. unto bim, why did Moſes then com- 
mand to give a ee F di eee and put 
ber away? 

8. He ſaith unto "ew, Moſe es, becauſe of the 
hardneſs of your bearts, ſuffered you. to put away 
1 2 WIVES; 5 but A the. beginning it. 2045" Rag 
0. — 5 if — unto you,  whoſurver hall out away 
bis. wife, except it be for fornication, and ſhall 
marry another, commitieih adulteryß; and 05000 
mar r ieib ber, which 15 Pa On; doth commit 4. 
dultery. : 

40. His diſciples 25 unto Bim, if abe caſe J 
man be ſo with his wife, it is not good to marry. 
4 1 he. e unto them, TE men cannot re- 


rt 
A 


hap. 


8 


& 11, 55 
5 ond there be. 1 which Ky made themſelves 
15 + the kingdom of: "heaven's" ſue e 

5 % receive 15 let him recefor n | 
FUE 5 Ok een 987 1.3 


7” st. Mark, chip. x. relates it cus; 28 1 160 


"© LO 2. Aud the Phariſtes come io hint and 52 
Th ts it awful for 4 man to Put awer! bis 'epife ? 
* n IPL IIS Oc 


. And be anf wal and d ſaid unto Len, nes 


4 Moſes command b $09 eee en ee ee 
4. And they ſaid, Moſes 27 red to write 4 zur 
3 of I eee and to put ber muy: 


And ſeſus anſwered and ſuid We n for 
the hardne, 7 of Jour. heart "He's rote you” this pre- 


| cept. 5 e a 5 7% Tos re hp 
. Bur "From: the beginning. 1. the” creation God 
made them male aud femal t.. 3 


. For this cauſe pal! 4 nn ro is! Ffalber 
1 and mot ber, and cleave to bis wife. - 41 ich 2605 446d 
8. And they twain” ſhall be "one fleſhy oforrhen 
they are no more twain, but one few. 
9. What therefore God bath Joined Together, let not 
man put gſunder. 56 ir 
10. Aud in the houſe the 28 af vim again 
Ls the ſame matter. F200 T6 2f 
11. And be ſaith unto het! obo ſockies ball gur 
4 Way his wife, and marry another, commitieth adul- ; 
| tery a gainſt 8 $5 it ee 1 
12. And if a woman ſpall put away ber buſbi nd 
. and Ve married to another, Joe” Gre re — 1 . 


Vs * 


85 * is evident, char” theſe” 5d 'reierivns vo, the 
ſame, fact do not exactly agree. The queſtion 
put by the Phariſees, is not the late in one ab in 
another; nor Cbriſt's anſwer to them the ume; 
nor do the words cited, agree with thoſe they re- 
fer to; therefore, whatever error may be found in 
them, a to be 5 by Teſus Chriſt, is not to 
3 ＋ 2 AV as 0 be < 8 80 
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be.attribnted co him, but to the writers: For the 
diſagreement of a relation ſhews the imperfe&ti- 


on of the relaters; and that they had not a criti- 


cal regard to truth or knowledge of it, as its 

proſeſſed promulgators ought to have. But theſe, 
_ tho? ſaints, were men; and, as men, were liable 
to err: Therefore they (or ſome others in their 
natne, which is ſtil} more likely) might poſſibly 
deliver to us, as the words of Chrift, ſuch words 
as were never ſpoken: by him. This I am necefſi- 
rated to acknowledge, to clear our Lord of ſpeak- 


ing ſuch words as never man ſpake that were 


of the foregoing: words to him, and which are 2 


true, compar'd with the original refert'd to, nor 


” 
* 


J nawwre of x ©. +... 
It may be thought by ſome, that the errors 


here complained of, are ſmall, and therefore ought 10 


to have been ſoftly paſſed over; or that, however, 
it does not deſerve ſo ſevere a cenſure. I would 
lizing the letter away, if the caſe would all 


ow-it 


but this diſcourſe of Jeſus Chrift and the Phariſees , 


is hot of that nature to bear ſuch uſage, without 
committing violence to the text; and the text is 
of ſuch ſort, as will upon examination appear to 
be given by the ſpirit of the church, à ſpirit, 
| that" under; a pretence of extraordinary rend 
ſanctity, is deſtructive of human happineſs and 
human exiſtence ; and therefore I cannot ſuppoſe - 
Fe Chriſt the author of this diſcourſe, which in 

Matthew and Mark is aſcribed to him. 


_ - The queſtion aſked, eu Chrif by the Phari- 


the former it is, 1s it lawful for @ man 10 put 'a- 
way his wife, for EVERY cane? In the latier, the 
quxſtion ſeems to be, Whether a man may put a. 
way his wife for any cauſe? As there is à vaſt 
„5 „„ difference 


* 


S » 
% 5 


%. 


wa 
dilfcretics* batWeeh theſe- e ſo tb 
quire a different anſwer ; the formet à negatin ve, 
the latter a poſitive one ; becauſe it is not fit to in- 
dulge a capricious. bumour with too arbitrary a 
power; but a reaſonable authority to puniſh in. 
corrigible offenders, is neceffary in every ſort of 
government: And as it is not fit 4 man ſhould 
Sratify a peeviſh temper for every ſlight oecaſion, 
o it is not fit he ſhould be obliged to 2 all a- 
buſes, inſults and conſtant provocations from an 
implacable ſpirit, without ability to remedy b 
condition. Nor is it more tolerable on the W- 
man's ſide, that has the misfortune to be % | 
abuſed by an unnatural brute, l Nene 2 
huſband. 
7 Mark fays, che Phariſces aſked: Jeſus: aha 
queſtion, n bim. I ſuppoſe, he meuns, to 
fry or know his judgment, he being, as tis ſaid or 
ſuppoſed; of tlie ſect of the Eſenes, who: profeſſtd 
a community of goods, and ſhunn'd all pleaſures. 
even marriage, and all carnal opa with 
k women; from whence, perhaps, the chriſtian | 
7 monkery took its riſe. I muſt own, it is "wn 
| ing the reader to know what St. Mart un 
the words Zempting him. n 
And, faith: e be ating 1 Hard a 
them, dau ye not read, that be which made them 4 
the beginning, made them- male and female; and 
aid, for this cauſe ſhall a man leave father and 
 ' mother, and fhall cleave: to bis wife, and they 
twain Hall be one fleſp? Had I been one of th 
Phariſees, I ſhould have replied; No certainly, we 
1 - have not fead any ſuch thing, that he who made 
1 man at the beginning ſaid theſe words, ſor where 
: we have theſe words in Geneſis," (Which have been 
: already conſidered) they either appear to be the 
Words of Adam, or of the writer; not of Adams 
ee * 5 — the writers of the New: Teſta- 
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ment 
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nt were not well acquainted with che Ola, +x 
= things they cite from thence, . + This cita- 
tion is falſe; and falſely, applied; therefore. theſe. 
are not the words of the Lord Feſus, wha knew al! 
things, but of . be ignorant writers, who knew 
not what the «Jing Was writing about, and Solon to. A 
err that they did not underſtanaq. 
No if che foundation which the ar ament. is 
built-on:is wrong, then the argument is Riſe, and 
the coſſequence drawn from it erroneous; Here it 
ſays, vecauſe Gad made man male and female, 
_#herefore man ſhall. leave his father. and mother, 
aud cleaue to his wife. In Genes it ſays no ſuch 
thing: There we read, that Adam ſaid, This is mow 
| bone of my bones, and fleſh of my feeſb; 72 ſhall be 
called woman,” becauſe ſhe; was laken out" of man. 
- "Therefore: ſball a man leave. father and mother, 
and cleavt᷑ unto his wife, and they ſhall be ane fleſh. 
?Tis not clear, whether the latter verſe contains 
the words of Adam, or of the  biſtorian 3 but 
I tis very clear they are not the words of. Adam 3 
Maker. In Matthew and. Mark, *tis aid, God cre. 
Lad man male and female, and for this cauſe 
” a man leave bis father and mother and cleave 
40 bis wife, Is the difference of gender chen all 
chat is neceſſary for. matrimony. ?:. And; is it for 
tbis cauſe that God has joined them together, and 
no man muſt put them aſunder? Are we admo- 
 niſl*'d not to marry, merely for the gratification 
of +. carnal luſt; and is this, notwithſtanding, 
repreſented to be. the ſole cauſe. why a man 
ſhould leave father and mother, and (cleave to his 
wife? Why may be not, for the ſame. reaſon, 
cleave to a e Af this be a ſufficient qualifi- 


3 cation for God's joining, theſe alſo are joined to- 


gether by him: For St. Paul ſays, be that is join- 
ed to à barlot is one fleſb. Therefore God's creat- 
ang! them male and female | is not 8 true le 


þE 


— 


KT” . 

fole cauſe that Se man and wife; e 
fore the meer joining male to female i 18 not what - 
is meant by God's Joining, and therefore we are 
miſinform'd when we are told, that Be 2b made 

. rhem'mn the beginning, made them male and female, 
and ſaid rox Tris CAUSE "ſhall a man leave fa- 
tber and mother, and cleave to his wife. © Nor does 
the formality of Joining, call'd the ordinance, 
make it of God's joining ; for is all that the par- 
ſon does, Gods a If ever it was eſteemed” 
ſo, it muſt have been when parſons were eſteemed. 
as Gods: None but idolaters eſteem them ſo now. 
If the ceremony, that joins them, makes it God's 
Joining, tho* done by man, let it be proved that 
it was ordered and preſcribed of God in any other 
ſenſe than what human laws and ceremonies 
may be ſaid to be; or that God's joining can be 
underſtood in any other light than the moral of 
the fable in Genefs directs us to, which has bee 
explained, viz, I is not good that man ſhould" ve. 
alone, I will make an help meet for bim. But the 
words contain no prohibition, that man may not 

Put afunder what man puts together. 6 

© Yet what is moſt ſurpriſing, Ze/us Chri if (as ik. 
words are ſet forth to us) fo far diſcountenances 
the joining of male and female, as if he intends | 
ed to aboliſh his father's law, increaſe and mul. 
ripiy; as well as the law of Moſes, tor divorce: 
| For, to prevent marriage and multiplication,” he 
is ſaid to recommend celibacy and murilation 57 
too plainly, I fear, to be denied, and tos groſly 5 
to be geen, as will hereafter appear. FE 
If the queſtion of the Phariſees Was, as in mate | 

thew, Ii Ref for a man to put away, bis wife 
For every cauſe?” Then the anſwer given to it car- 
ries the matter from one extreme to another; and 
Feſus Chriſt by interpreting the law of Moſes con- 
cerning 8 condemns and annuls it, = the 
anſwer 
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anſwer means that 2 * by men, are, of 
_ God's joining; for the following words are, | 
| therefore God has joined togetber let not man 
aſunder 3 This interpreting the law of Moſes is 
"as we are bl iged fo and dec ret the goſpel, . 


many of its precepts and 


to be otherwiſe taken, who can be gertain 


put 


nd | 


rines away, to make 
them agree with reaſon : But the anſwer of. Hel ; 
_ Chrift. contains an exp ayer e contrary to t 
reaſon and- fitneſs of the thing, if the ſenſe of 
the text be as is 3 underſtood. 17 it is 


he 


hits the truth in explaining a text, when the text 


Itſelf appears to be fo far off from the truth, that 
in order to find the one, we are obliged to explain | 
away the Scherr. 


Tis no wonder the 99 believed: Jeſus not te 


is ſtrongly implied to them that were 


The Phariſees objected "AL law of divorce 


"of ou Ow Me ſes, to thoſe . what e 


be of God, becauſe they believed Moſes was, and 
that he had faithfully e to them the laws 
of God; if Jeſus therefore ſigniſied that God 
+ the different laws. to men, than Moſes gue: ; 


had 


_ - ed in their opinions in favour of. Moſes, A 7. | 
was not of God, becauſe he. in contradiction to 
his own. declaration that he came not to deſtrey be 
Jaw, but 10 fulfil it, deſtroyed the law: 
4 plaining it away. And they might probab y ar- 
gue, that it was impoſſible that God having an im- 
mutable will, (as muſt be the conſequence of per- 
flect wiſdom) ſhould give different laws to his 
people at different times: And therefore perhaps, 
it is, that in the ſacred book the law or cuſtom 
bf ſacrifices is as old as Cain and Abel. On 
conſideration tis no wonder I ſay, they could 
believe, and that God himſelf had by this means 
_ hardened their hearts. . What a meſſage then 
| $95 Meſſiah ſent about! 
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doubt but what God does is right, and we nt 
toublame his dings but\cheb thhgteao ith 
ley is ta E’ h, GDs doing ate, diſtinct 
toad zin a more. Jepſc. In this: fanſeywhorthofe 
Ade that God Idins together, me. have feen dpf 
Nee and Eus re ge 5/2 iſequanit- 

hat martiages are properly okvGad syjoimagh; 
lagchthat ſuch perſons wh are as dean do eathoother 
_ [refheiriows: Rah and Hod and, bones, as thein gue 
ans, all men muſt aun that ao man onghyavepdr 
aſundet. And chis alſo implies, that ſucl aten nat 


ame: together, dex ame nt, huſband and u 


* dh herefore a 4% be pat mr R gen 


Smmasd given, with{.reaſprit abinds2ghr.atediande 
32; herwile than rhargteaſon balloabd axdonr 
mand withert area ſofii indobicmrarys. N wean, 
wage; both thee zbind tipjotiger than ltrpmger 
Nad. Buithatall who arcimiricdtiiby.the-plett, 
ag God's joining and herefute ot ehen 
Hartge or chat aheit being mee Hud female d nlldhe 
ee Ge 171 15 n bes > io 
: te-meanubetihongh, itcbeithe ley * obthegebrefladh.; 
ave, therefore, ifuthe 8 Fonds aft CN, 
"he a eren Ko eee wee e 
A pfleſts haveu.ỹailed and m NA, Ni giv sina 
eſultiealenpladstien for chelſefwiés pb thachuch, 
cbesſogs of whigh always Make Wie lay What Ks 
Fer ar, An 5 tharA˖ßν el ye Athen dare 
Mice. d 348. 100 Ser dns ed and 
Hen. becauſe they are waletaud female; ate 
tobe joined together, this raaſou will ever wilke = 
Hage x but this 18, (carpet tealoni;i; Nor, df the 
1814 sthat joins them, mag need not put tbema- 
efmS43 ellen 13106, . MN ollen 
At N 2 z | os 


D joined, who are nat proper-+helpayta-cachioduer, = 
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are Are mad. at come * 
Laue in hig cen, becauſe: A hurh fam ſore un- 
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neal. ge it in en, with 
E 4s, of abin dune The | | 
ſuppaſeito be, chat hen 2 woman; Which mt 
:hqsaken to beihis- 0 ie, is-brdome à filthy dä 
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0: be . Fidzof: Tuph, 4 luſband; and . 
indo-che arms of on that ſhe. can + ander - 


Fr ce Tg. not 0. this- 

« Therefore wikely- — whe ſbe 11 
cont: of bis beige, Ale may ge and be another mand 
ff, And. If: the. latter date ber. and 
drite her. a hill of 3 an given 1 e 
ber band, and fonderh dur out f bis Bonſe g ere 
"the latter busband die, which took ber 10 he bis Wife, 

ber former . husband which Jent ber away -Wity | 


onination zefore the Dol, 
Now if this permiſive law was given by 
A ſo: were the roſt ; for after tlnis, And Av 


3 follow, Chart xxvi. 16, Moſes tells them, - 
ſaying, 


| 19 T 
ſaying, This day the Lord thy God bath commanded 
rbee 10 do theſe ſtatutes and Judgments. So that 
Moſes had this law from God, as much as he had 
others ; and therefore, whatever may be ſuppoſed 
or inſinuated of one law, may be ſuppoſed or in- 


fim xed of all the reſt. 
"0 "Tis hard to know or underſtand whit this 7 
ing means. Moſes, betauſe of the hardneſs of your 
| heart, wrote you this precept. If this charges Mojes 
with impoſing bad laws on his nation, in che'name 
of God, then he gave them laws to pleaſe them, 
rather than ſuch'as were good. If God gave man 
a different law from the beginning than Moyes 
afterwards gave, that law of Moſes was different 
from the law of God; and there can be no better 
pretence for repealing it: But how this appears ts 
De true, the Bible no where diſcovers. Adam 
"Wile not put away his wife, nor ſhe him, and 
marry another, if there was not another mah nor 
woman in the world; and it would be à grrat᷑ re- 
flection on him that made Adam, that he could 
not, or would not make a woman to pleaſe him 3 
but, on the contrary we are told, God made 4 
Belp meet for him, and made her out of ſuch ſtuff 
as Adam could not chuſe but love, if he loved 
himſelf: Therefore this inſtance js not applicable 
to the caſe of divorce, nothing can Juſtly be rea- 
ſoned from it; and that which is, appears to be 
in the common ſenſe of 1 it, a ſophiſtical and unins. 
telligible expreſſion, not well formed from the 
| premiſcs, nor - applicable to the purpoſe. There 
are ſcarce any precepts or principles; faid to be 
delivered by Fe-/us Chriſt, that are not either d1f= 
tant from plainneſs, or from truth, if taken ac- 
cording to the ſtrict letter ſenſe ; hence it is, that 
men Jearn and are never the better; and hence 
it is, that ſuch inſtructions have done little good 
in the world; 3 and that the teachers themlelyes 
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: cannot agree, as 15 cannot underſtand, ; 


Therefore, hitherto the ſenſe of. this boaſted reye- 


lation is unreveal'd; and therefore hath not, be- 


cauſe it could not bring Peace on earth, and goo, 


will to men; but, on the contrary, fire and ſwor 


which was willd®-to be kindled- by the eben 


and ever ſince has been, and is 8 5 like to be, 


the everlaſting. Ire that never can be quenched. So 
true it is, that without: a parable ſpake be not unto 
them, that what are delivered to us for his words 


want ſo much expounding, that one might be al- 


moſt tempted to think them delivered ſo darkly, 


as if on purpoſe to oblige the expoſitors and com- 


mentators, and keep up the ſpiritual traffick of 
the. myſteries of the Kingdom, which create face 

tions, ſchiſms and diviſions, If you aſk to what 
end, or for what cauſe then Chriſt came, he is ; ſaid 
himſelf to anſwer: Suppoſe ye that I come 10 give 


Peace on earth, I tell you nay, but. rather divifion, 


c. That this has been the conſequence of his 


coming, believers are forced to own : Why then 


may we not believe him that he came for that pur- 
ofe, . if the letter be true, ſince himſelf confeſſes 
it? But, ſay Infidels, As ſcarce any man that intends 
miſchief, publickly declares. It, this is as ſtrong a 
proot of enthuſiaſm as can be given; and what from 
another man, would ſhock every reader. Can 
any thing worſe, fay they, be ſaid of him, than he 
here is reported to ſay of himſelf? I ſay reported, 


for I cannot believe Jeſus Chriſt ſaid theſe words; 


which is the only defence I can make, becauſe fg 
me they ſeem to be indefenſible. - For Infidels 


— 


further argue, that tho? this expreſſion may, by 


art and a lucky thought, be made to put on a ſpi- 


ritual meaning, who can prove that the ſpeaker's 
meaning (or writer's rather) was the ſame as the 


er, s; Why then, lay ae muſt it be wrapt _ 


: uU 
* Luke XU. 49, 51. 2 | 235 : 


up in the ſpirit, and expounded away?" And if | 
be literally true, *tis' terrible! 1 muſt” confeſs I 


K 
> 


cannot anſwer theſe objections, and therefore I püt 
forth the riddle to them that aſfiſted by the grace 


of Chrift can do it, and whoſe buſineſs it is fo to 
do, who are ambaſſadors in Cbriſts Head. I muſt 
own, that I think had Gbr if uttered: füch an ex- 
prefion, it had been wiſdom te conceal” i. Me: 
thinks it is pity he in his great humility choſe che 


fools of this world, as he did, to be the hiſtorians 
of his life; for it muſt be matter of concern to be- 
lie vers, to read in ſo holy a book what canhot þol- | 
ſibly be productive of any good, and gives che S 
nermics of our bleſſed Lord and his holy Gofpel Ce 
cafion of reproach and triumph. This is an i 
recommendation ef the Goſpel and character f 
Feſus, But theſe things ſhould be treated tenderly, 
[ft the profune have them in derifion, and the 
enemy exulting ſay, as of pious David and his men__ 
of old, Fhert is #ow their God? or, as Pilate ſaid 
of Chriſt, when crowned with thorns, Behold the man. 
It muſt be confeſſed, that the doctrines even of 
truth, delivered in obſcure phraſes, lead the mind 


4 


from the path of truth, and raiſe up enemies a- 
The law that is againſt divorce, is againft virtu- 
ous nature; becauſe it hinders nature from taking 

its courſe, when virtue is the only motive that ic 
ſhould do fo to promote a life of love and virtue, 
which a vicious mate is deſtructive of. What law 


| 1 C RT OY 2 ET 86 Fah-1s » * Oe 
ſeoever prevents this, cannot be good, but is in- 


| Jurious to human felicity, and deſtruQiye of mortal 
virtue, of religion and humanity. The author of 
ſuch law cannot poſſibly be eſteemed The ROOTS. 
er, but muſt neceſſarily. be judged 10 be the en! 
ſlaver of mankind. Ts make Cbriſ therefote* the 
author of this law, is blaſpheiving bis chr er Ml * 
a_redeerfier, and degrading his divine dignity 


F (22 wa 
For as matrimony now is, « If we do but err in 
our choice (the moſt unblameable error that can 
« be, being blind to future events) when the mighty 
& conjoining ſyllables are pronounced by thoſe 
e that take upon them to join heaven and hell 
ec together unpardonably till death pardons; this 
e that looked but now like a divine bleſſing with 
< a graceful ſmile and gentle reaſon, trait vaniſg- 
“e es like a fair ſky, and brings on ſuch a ſcene 
« of clouds and tempeſt as turns all to ſhipwreck, 
ce without a haven or ſhore, but ranſomleſs cap- 
« tivity.” We are allowed to procure and appl 
| phyſical remedies againſt diſeaſes of the body, Ig | 
why not againſt diſcaſes of the mind, in, and ariſ- 
ing from a matrimonial ſtate ? And why not a- 

ainſt the ſtate of matrimony as the ſtate of the. 
public? For that which is of private concern to 
every one, is of public concern to all. Do not 
grievances of the ſtate and the mind deſerve and 
demand our regard and remedy, as much as thoſe 
of the body? 125 

When marriage 1 not mend a man's ſtare, 
it marrs it.; if it does not cure his lone ſomeneſs, 
it makes him more lonely than a ſingle life, where- 
in a man naturally ſeeks the comfort his condition 
affords, or ſee ks with hope to mend it. In an un- 
comfortable married condition, the man or woman 
beholds the perpetual ſcene of diſappointment al- 
ways preſent, and perpetually feels eee its 
anguiſh, which diſpoſes the unhappy wretch to 
loneſomeneſs, dejection Ad and melancholy, 
to a diſagreeable ſtate of mind and dangerous con- 
duct; tho? male and female have been join'd : 
This then i is not marriage, where the harmony of 

ſouls is wanting. 

Theſe things being ee e 25 queſtion will 
be, Whether Moſes gave the law of divorce to in- 


dulge hardneſs of heart, or whether it 15 not rather 
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1 A or Moſes does nere 
i Peſted: xo give this precept a ar permiſſion by. 
1 hſtinacy of his nation, fagainſt his own judg nien; 
bi: | $9 as there are not the Jeaſt-appearances of reaſon 
0 greund this conjecture on, ſo here is no rhaſon 
Wo believe, Mat any thing like it was the motive 
Frkich jndyged bim to grant this rindulgence: 3 Ot, 
hat he gave ib: by cotmivantesras a periniſſionꝭ ra- 
A e tt: 8d bow "aſticut Rt 8 
Anis Hang, art heing c 10 
Lorain cours Why-did the 2 vm #duls; | 01. 
hard heart e molliſſed withithis M 1 
"ment of divorce. ? t bere 1 bam in Gl 8 
Here ene phyſician there? Why thin is Abe h if 
7 Fe S,. nay 6. dren tobe 5 
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ebe ſuch, as rendet?d her —— his being: her AA. 
vocate ; and this might have been r trap laid againſt 
cher life, ſeeing ſhe was: caught ãm the very act nahe 
-the hiſtorian; dpn't acqu,ẽ us with the cireum- 
iſtances. Phe erangelieal writers give very lame 
_ and imperfe&t;zceounys of things 3 which-havegiven 
room for many alterations, interpretations, and: in- 
erpolations: Though, theſe thiugs:gonſidered. this 

| precedent is not to be taten as an encouragement | 
o adultery, as tho ĩt was the leaſt of all ſins?; vet, 
Ichink; 8 make this application of it, not to 
.conderpn thoſe that are guilty: of this innocent uqul- 
tery (if it muſt be called adultery), of putting away 
2 „ a delighiful compania 
oon 4 * $4 ER „ blo 50 6 . 5115 | 
16.3 0% $0) o19w HM 


va 


: [7 250 
Or da theſe words, for the hardneſs of 3 your - bearts 
Moſes wrote you this precept, mean, that it was 
neceſſary men ſhould be indulged i in this liberty in 
putting away their wives, left if they were de- 
barr*d they would be hard- hearted to them, and 
treat them very ill? If this be what theſe words 
mean, the reaſon remains good ſtill ; becauſe men 
are not changed, their hearts are as hard as ever; 
the Goſpel has not ſoftned them at all: Then; the 
law is good ſtill, and founded on good reaſon. 
Divorces were allowed to prevent worſe conſe- 
quences, which is the intention of all good laws, 
they are given to prevent the greater evlls, for the 
beft cannot prevent ALL bad conſequences; be- 
cauſe good and evil are ſo intermixt and inter- 
woven into the nature of things, that laws for a 


publick or general good, are productive of ſome 


particular evils; and laws enacting things injurts 
ous to the public, are productive of good to 
ſome particular perſons. If Maſes gave a com- 
mand that men ſhould put away the wives they 
dilliked, to prevent their being hard-hearted to 
them, and uſing them cruelly or unjuſtly ; "Moſes 
enacted a good law, which it is evil to annul; and 
then prohibiting divorces, is a Rude and 
cruel prohibition, unjuſt in its nature, and evil in 
its conſequences. And if men are to be known, 
as a tree by its fruits, no good man could bring 
forth ſuch evil fruits, as to repeal this excellent 
| law, given to ſoften the hard heart of man. 
Becauſe of the hardneſs ef your hearts 'Mo fe es 
a wrote you this precept. Therefore it was a proper 
means to ſoften hard hearts, which would 11 © : 
been cruel had they been deprived of all means of 
eure: As with us, where the poor have no reme- 
dy but death, which deſperate: remedy. makes the 
diſeaſe deſperate. The nature of man is Hl. 
Po. e and their hearts are as hard as 5 
3 | | c<agc 


- 


(26), 


« and that weakneſs and 0 as W and un- 
0 tractable to be harſhly | uſed. as ever: Seeing 
* therefore that all the cauſes of any allowance 
te that the Jews might have, remain n well to 
the Chriſtians: This is a certain. rule, that as 
* long as the cauſes remain, che allowance 
es ought.“ WS 
But from the beginning i it was, not: 7-0 af ahi be 
a rule to determine and diſtinguiſh, | what are the 
laws of God, and what of Moſes, then tis a rule 
to determine other laws by, whether they are 
from God or no, by vhomſoever they are given, 
vi. the laws of God for the government of human 
nature exiſted with man, and is imprinted in him, and 
then there is no other law than natural reaſon aud 
fitneſs, conſequently all laws are to be referred W 
this; If nothing can be the law of God, hic . 
from the beginning was not ſo. If the laws of 
God are known by their being before Moſes and 
conſequently independent of him, they are. al ſoche . 
fore Jari, and independent of him; the one could 
make them, or make them known. Which 
were not 9 or known before, nor the other 
make them void: Then all the laws of God ar as 
irrevocable, as the general courſe of things and . 
man nature as unchangea ble. 
is ſaid in old time, be fans. of Gee: een 
| dan biers of men, and took them wives of all they. 
liked's. and undoubtedly they put away alli they did 
not like: For as theif own liking | was the rule 
of their choice, e their diſliking was 
the rule for their refuſal, both before: chuſing and 
after: For when man is left at liberty to act ac 
cording to nature, the liking and diſliking an. 
always be bis diſtinguiſhing. rule of choice and re- 
Fuſal in all things, but in nothing more ſo, than in 
embracing a woman for a wife; he cannot do o- 
| * inden he — y He MER, ne- 
„„ „ ſlity, 
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; time aſk*d him about 


therefore with 


7 49. 1 


c cefliry;: which: deſtroying his free power of election 
and rejection muſt conſequently deſtroy his happi- 85 


neſs: Therefore to ſay concerning divorce, from 
be beginning was not ſo, is not true; for from 


the beginning that it could be ſo, it was ſo. 


And I ſay unto you, whoſoever ſhall EE away _ f 
wife; except it be for' fornication, and ſhall marry 


| another, committeth adultery; and whoſo" 2 
her that is put away, doth commit adultery. St. 


Mark adds, if a woman ſhall put away ber buſ- 


band, and be Fe 7 anotber, oe TANTO a= 


dulery. 50 | 
St. Mark tells v us, that the Diſciples at undtticr 


is matter, and received an 
abſolute anſwer, without a reaſon to enforce or 


explain it, and they ſeemed to be content with it; 
for Feſus taught them as one having authority,” and 9 
not as the Scribes: Tis likely therefore, that th 


reaſoned, but his ipſe dixit was ſufficient, conſi- 


dering his perſon, as it carried the more authority 


with it. I ſay unto you, is an authoritative ex- 
preſſion. Verily, verily, were the two witneſſes to 


atteſt the truth of what he _ and _ e 


illuſtrate i ie! 


Abſolute er may Seien or prone as 


what i it pleaſes, but cannot make that wrong which 
in the nature of things is right, or that right which 


in the face of reaſon is wrong; which is the rule for 


all men to judge of right and wrong by, but. thoſe 15 
who know not the uſe of reaſon, any" ht 


may be right or wrong, good or evil: for thoſe 
that have not a right 0 to judge by, can never 


form a right judgment of men ànd things. Ar. 


bitrary power may be molt proper to be exerciſed 
in governing mad men and fools, but rational erea- 


tures can ſubmit only to the authority of reaſon; in | 
determining what are juſt and unjuſt” actions 
all: _ a” anandate: 9 in 


1 es E 2 by oĩd | 
„„ void 
* 2 4 # — 
Ls Q 
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1 85 1 28 ) 
void of reaſon, is void of authority; and r to 
which none is joined, or can be underſtood, but the 
will and pleaſure of the ſpeaker, will only be re- 
garded or rejected as his peculiar power or wiſdom 
is, or is conceived to be, to inforce it. But to a 
man that judges reaſonably of things, a command 
without reaſon, 1 is no command at all; and, con» 
trary 1 is to wt qr and ought not 
to be obeyed, | | 
Reaſon or common pe is nr wp dy which 
all rules are to be tried; the indelible law of hu- 
man nature, prior and ſuperior to all. laws, which 
whatever cannot ſtand the teſt of, is evidently 
Wrong. If arbitrary law, without Fenn; and even 
againſt reaſon be right, any impoſition is right; 
and one bare aſſertion is equal to another, when 
no reaſon is given for either. That which does 
not carry its own reaſon with it till the reaſon be 
diſcovered, is no law: It can bind ho further than 
lawleſs power binds it. Tis not the perſon but 
the reaſon makes the law, for law is always conſi- 
dered as founded on reaſon, without this tis not 
properly law or juſtice, but oppreſſion and injuſ- 
tice. This inſtead of healing the little ee 
in the body politic, is ſuch a quack medicine as 
flxes it in the blood, which makes a cut a gangrene, 
converts a ſlight cold or indigeſtion to a malig- 
nant fever, or a flight fever to a mortal plague or 
deadly infection; and all that make abſolute irratio- 
nal laws, are political quacks; who, to ſay the beſt 
dkhat can be ſaid of them, are evidently ignorant 
of human nature. Is undivorcible matrimony, 
when miſerable, the yoke that is eaſy, and the Bur- 
den that is light, which we are call'd upon to 
take on us? Or, can this doctrine be recommended | 
as ſuch 2. V 
Attgis a queſtion what: th; Pets e! in 
dhe text, 6504. —_— 1 it 8 2 uncl . 6 
1 * | | | | ne ro 
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„ͤͥO ð rͥ:¶ 
neſs, tad ders to the ſenſe. of the law. When a 


man hath taken à wife and married-ber, and it 


come to paſs ſhe. find no favour. in his eyes, becauſe 
he bath found ſome uncleanneſs in her. But if our 


ſpiritual doctors and dictators take the word for- 
nication in its right ſenſe, it is ſtrange to me, that 


it is not rather called adultery; for fornication is 


explained to be the act of copulation of unmarried 
perſons: But if a married woman be guilty of this 
act with any other man than her huſband, it is 
term'd adultery ; ſo that according to the common 
ſenſe of the word fornication, a married woman 
cannot be guilty of it, unleſs it mean the action 


committed before marriage. If this, and this only 


give right to a man to divorce his wife, then every 
man who marries one that has been tampering or 
trying with another! beforehand, ought to have 


the liberty of divorce in his own. power; but if 


Mr. M-— n could have obtained this; it 
might have vd him much trouble, and ſome 


thouſands of pounds expence, by the confeſſion of 
his dear fornicatreſs T=—a C—4 Pp. He 


is an inſtance, that the moſt religious men when 


hamper'd with a torment, will run any hazard 


to obtain the much - deſired redemption, and chuſe 


with David, rather to fall into the hands of God, 


than of man or woman: And ſhe is a proof that 1 15 
ſome wives will drive men to hell, tho? they are 


ſure to follow them in, rather than be divorced 
from their ſubſtance. And therefore the reaſon- 
ableneſs of this liberty does moſt evidently appear in 
all ſuch caſes wherein it is moſt ardently ſought for. 
Ilf by the word wife here meant, is a woman 
join'd in wedlock to a man, to whom ſhe is a de- 


ſtroyer of his peace, his health and happineſs, of 

his goods and good name, not to put away ſuch a 
wife, except for fornication (and we know not 
what that mea 


ans) has e * * in it. 
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T his is not ſutely Cbriſt's coming into abe arid to 


_ redeem the world, tor it ſeems rather by this law 
as if he came to ſentence the honeſt and ſuffering 


part of it to ſlavery and bondage, as long as 


; their exiſtence here laſts. This is not to ſend. 


peace on earth, but fre to be kindled in the ſpi- 
rit of man, that ſhall burn up all his all ach, 
To ſentence. perſons to dwell together till death, 


_ Whoſe >tempers are as oppoſite as light and 
_ darkneſs, heaven and hell, is to ſentence: their 
death and darkneſs as diſconſolate and diſmal as 


hell itſelf. Therefore if Jeſus Cbriſ was what he 
is ſaid to have been, the redeemer f mantind, 
and. te- de what he is ſaid to have done, preach: de- 


liverance- to the captives, and ſet at liberty them that 
are bruiſed; this prohibition of divorce,” this 


preachment of ſlavery, and break ing the bruiſed 


reed, deer came a him, and is not his doc- 


„ 
Nes are at a los to 0 hit: the: 7 wy Gr 
3 means. Mr. Jonhx Mil rox fays, it has 


| ſorhe myſtical meaning, and therefore conceives 
it to be that of /pirivual fornication, which he de- 
fnes to be, the wite's affections being alienated 


from her huſband, and- ine on RAO + 
not on the man ſhe hass. 
She that is thus EY in Gal, iv vw t United! 


5 6 to her huſband mentally, and ſhould be divorced 


bodily s for What is more contrary to the original 
inſtitution, chan this? A diſagreement” in mind, 
and diſobedience in action, much more breaks 
the marriage bonds than adultery. W's woman 
proſtitute her body to her huſband, when her ſoul” 
is eſtranged from him, is this marriage? Is it not 


rather. intrinſically; whoredom in the "north | | 


ſenſe of it, and a greater evil than | 
For no wiſe man but would ſooner: pardon the 
| ry 3 and again by a 


did 


x 


a WW 
* 
1 


1 


„ which naturally diſtaſtes, and finds no favour in 
the eyes of matrimony, can never be concealed, 
„never appeas'd, never intermitted, but proves 
a perpetual. nullity of love and content. Natura! 
hatred, whenever it ariſes, is a greater evil tex -. 
marriage than the aceident of ee z a greater 
defrauding, a greater injuſtice. He that ænoẽss 
5 ns the truth of this, Libs not what true love 
is. A diſobedient and diſagreeable temper and 


o 8 
A 


4 [ 4 
- 


t gmeetneſs and agreeableneſs of temper cannot be 
41 unknown, nor amended if it be natural, nor | 
* confeſſed or repented of. Beſides, an adultereſs | 
„ may pleaſe in all her behaviour other wiſe, 
& but the behaviour of the other can never pleaſe 
e in all ſhe does. She defrauds him of all cor 


# be: x 


3 N pity: 150 dee than wear 


| «6 out his ſpirits with one. that is of an unſociable, 


e unloving-and a miſchievous diſpoſition; who 
% would commit adultery too, but for envy, leaſt 
< the. unhappy ſlave ſnould obtain his releaſe. 


Things that cauſe an irreconcileable offence, 
% and are not capable of amendment, annihilate 
 < the bands of marriage, which adultery only 
breaks ; for that once paſt and pardoned, where 


eit can be pardoned, may be amended ; but that 


< => 


= 


| 8 . 


& b much more breaks matrimony than 
« the act of adultery, tho repeated; for this may 
<<. be done, and not known, ſo not felt as a trou- 

<« ble z. and being known, may be repented of, 


. 25 


and amended, and redeemed, with mote ardent 
_ « love and duty to the forgiving huſband's but 


the fornieation in affection, this dereliction 


{ 32 

n 
Y = 
F 


*. ee ig and enjoyment; ſo that ſhe is leſs 


wie chan an. adultereſs. Neceſſary and juſt 
e cauſes have neceſſary and juſt conſequences: 
| 2 e e e and ee 3 „ 
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18 e as ee of” no n en, no ce 


een 
I have been informed; that a gentleman bad 4 


wife who was an adulcereſs; and the huſband was 
not unacquainted with her tranſgreſſions; yet loved 


her, becauſe ſhe was, as he ſaid, wy Pretty, and 


very obliging in every thing elſe. 

He that pulteth away his wife, except for 700 
e nication, that is, if it be this ſpiritual fornica- 
„tion, the alienation of her affections, cauſes ber 


1“ % commit adultery, breaks off her affections ro 
* fix them̃ on another man. Carnal adultery is 


but tranſient i injury compar'd with natural ha- 
«* tred; which is ſuch an unſpeakable offence and 


4e Sor = one moment Nee life = — w 


«© the'crude and diſcordant chaos, it huſnes out- 


* rageous' tempeſts into ſudden ſtillneſs and peace - 


% ful calm. He that binds together the diſunions 


«« of complaining nature in chains invincible, 
„ commits the deere not he that ee 3 . 


Fate chem.? W 


The utmoſt Ageur .of- the literal ene e does not 5 


| forbid: divorce, but he that | divorces and marries 
another committeth. adultery. Here's no protubi- 
tion not ti put away a Wife, there's no adultery 
in that. The Eſſenes were great admirers of a 


ſingle life, ſo that it was no crime to put away 


a wife and live ſingle; but all the ſin and all the 
devil was in marrying, and he that finds the devil 
in that ſtate is willing to get rid of it at any rate, 


even on condition of not to marry again; there - 


fore divorces” ought to be freely alſowed. It is 
not much to be wondered at, if a man in defence 
of his birth be no friend to marriage, whoſe 


mother that bare him was not married to his 


father that begat him. She that puttetb away ber 
busband (ſo called), and marrieth. again, commitzeth 5 


lier; 3 nd 12 that marrietb her that is put 
| away, 


(55) . 
e commitieib adultuy but ſuppoſe the woman 
is*oruetly uſed, or wrongfully divorced;*and accep 
the $5 and! protection of an hôneſter man, who 
would marry her, e and uſe her tender ly, 
hoy does ſhe commit adultery, or he chüt marries 
her 2 to be committed ever way by 
the light as well as che dark parts, by humanity 
as welt as inhumanity;' by ſoft hearts as well as by 
hard- Hearts; adultery then is every thing commit - 
tedi by: adults,” Don't wiſtake ime, Jam far frotſi 
encouraging adultery, either ſpiritual or catnal i 
either in Mr. Mrs Tow's virtuous ſenſe; or Mr. 
Rakt's vicious one; but adultery, in any ſenſe. 
which to me. is abſurd and ridiculous, cannot be 
approved of by my underſtanding. If the text be 
not ſtiictly true in the plain lireral (ſenſe; without 
the wwidting art of a cra cali ee Un- 
derſtobd in a diſcretional, moral and 'parabolicat 
ſenſe ; but to be diſcrecionally ' underſtood, this 
with alittle moraliſinp the text, or mending ir, Lern 
conſiſtent with — He that Parteth- away 
his wife, without any juſt cauſe, but r merely to 
marry another, committeth adultery; and the 
man that putteth them aſunder, or is the cauſe of 
it, that he may marry her that is put away, being 
thus acceflary thereto, committeth adultery; ' Th 
ſeems reaſonable and therefore right,” the eondi- 
0 tions not being expreſſed 2 wanting: in reaſon 
Kacke to be underſtood. : e bers . 9 
No man's character, perhaps, has ever ſuffered 
we ca of contempt and | honour, av kllat f 
 Feſus Chriſt; ſome im His life-time eſteeried him u 
Ai and æ nud. man; for they ſaid, Hi is a dei 
and ix mad, why bear ye him? Other Wen, at 61 
cher times have eſteemed him a God, and ſet him 
in the throne of the moſt high. The true chatae⸗ 
ane tirtey perſon ? tis very hard*6know:! Had he 
eee . 8 had ſome 
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rule. rande to judge of them and him 3 but in: 

ſtead of this, we have only bad collections of ſome 
logs 3 9 be ſaid and done by him, of 
douhtſub orig id; Uhe ſentences are often without 
—— yin danderfer the maſt, part 
(aivarya qvsz1 that his incgreſt followers are 
{ puzzled how to: underſtand; them 3 
thoꝛ che educate men in learning, anti kœep them 
in pay. Oger Re, to ex pound thoſe myſtetiaut 
Mritings. mADd as lictle:nfficaciol is che illumins- 


8 Hint it whole that, think. wn” nemo ee its 


igkt, and. eee thefctore the 


Feen | fo Pls Wage of \G/11/t; are everlaſtiugly di. 


Med into ſectas and rent into tfactions. Theimare 
rally abfurd Qt: dark the matter is, ſo much 
wings elouded and con 
faunded: about chem; and byhow much More ner 
ceſſary they ;apprehend g true underſtanding of 
them, to be, hy ſo much the more are they an deſpe: 


Fate. earnęſt, and daggers: draw about then. I 


Mak, the giving ye eames and. precepts to the 
uma people for their common information and 
eonduct, that are out of the reach of common ſenſe, 
highly, reflects;on, the wiſdom and goodneſs of the 
ver: But this diſeourſe ſecms. not to be of;ithat 
rt, tho? the more it be examined, the leſs juſt 


and reaſayable. it APPC ars. 16159 et 


Hi: Diſciples Jay unto him, I ibe caſe;:of a nan 
be ſo with his Wife, it is not good to marry. This, 
in my opipion, is true; and ſo (as we read) Chriſt 
agknowledged. it to be; for He faith unto them 


All men cannon recei ue this. ſaying, ſave they: lo whom 
ifs #& given; But if all men cannot receive this 


aclurely, it was not given to be received 

Hen; and therefore ought never to: paſs in. 
to a Has fer all to obey. The truth of this-ſtory 
is incredible, becauſe. he had women diſciples) that 
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are the motives His la W. 


OE 


f tl ught by ſome to ave a. " rent BEAR TOE than 
What they ſeem, to have i in the tte us, tis pro: 


„ R 6s 2 wig N 

755 den by meds prob b father, U 
Whom nature has not qualified to live in an un- 
married ſtate, San debe ae 3 "+. knife, 
cut qut his way to the ipgdom, of heaven, 

Fi B, if this 0 leads te, Hehe 
ce, and the violent take it A forces mad e 
12 G0 du „of he lawgiyer, does not make dh 
ar 16th ſhews how good- the aug 
155 0 pe HG he great law; ixer.God. bimnſelb 
it may, b laws are not good, becayſe Gad 
mane kee ee ; 
they are good. rwiſe authority, no gg 
He commands 4 
our. dif politions for our own, good, but not 


deſtroy, ourſelves, or mutilate our. members 


W ake religion worthy pt.abhorngnce, 
een aac lague to W and SHEAR 
. 1 n.of, appinefs % 

95 I. e 20 ha 


AE, ft 4 oy 
fold owe," In n oe ce co 
1t is bel 555 man 10 be ala, ; God gays, 
. his Son's d 
1 2 fr 4 nan (46,1 member OT 
acer of, „ of Not nave 
% 3 here 6 Jome 3 obich ene 1 
Trop es 5 eis womb; and therg;@ren fh = 
re. made. eunuchs fim xand 49 Tg 
they Nate baye made themſe 3 n the 
kingdom e,, beavens ſake: 8. that de dle: ig sti 
ih, let him receive it. Theſe, wards axe 


able, the reaſons hy ſome, think ſ0,.49, b leichs 
ald maxim ſeems this: ra; he; rei: .Er N. 

7 ave. the. 4 ay eren | 
W116 daments whereh; Ley, ſpauld frat; Hs; . has 
lor ine can be more deſtructive of redo happi- 

3 Sand human kind, than this? 08” if tis 5 
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90 to prevene the 


1 


be differently underſtood, no man can be .certain 
what is the certain — 8 * of theſe" rds. 
This doctrine, that if is good for a nam nut f 


marry, is Tuch as all als You] receive. Furitchs 


may, elſe why are they named? And in order that 
men may receive it, they are recommended to 
make themſelves eunuchs, if they are not ſo made 


By pature, nor by men; elſe what mean theſe 


words chat are ſubjoin'd, He bat is able to reti ve 


St; let bim receive it? If the words have ſorhe ſpi- 


yYitual meaning, how ſhall we know what that'mean- 
ing is? The diſciples never aſked bim, they feem- 
ed to have been credulous and un- enqu iring ſouls, 
and to have received almoſt all things a L 


For when they knew they could: 885 un 
what their maſter faid to them, they Were 4 


fraid' to aſk him. 80 they were like to profit 


moch by 57s teaching, and we by rhei. 


Suppoſe there are ſome men born eunuc br and 
others ſo made, and cannot commit adulte 


TY 3 
what then, ate they ever the better for this imbe- 


eility ? And if ſome men hive been fools enough 
to make- themſelves ſo, for the kingdom of 
Heaven's ſake; are they ever the nearer the king- 


dom of heaven for ſo doing? If they are not, Why 


is the exhortation annex d, He "that can reteive it, 
let him receive it? But alas! the women!" What 


muſt they do, is 'it proper for them to be ſpatled? 


The Popiſn prieſts however, that pretend not to 


defile themſelves with women, let Nein be made 
geldings' of, that they defile nor women.” Surely 


it is not improp er to practiſe this upon them, that 


thoſe who teach the way to heaven may not "miſs 


of it themſelves, for the good of their own. fouls, 


and the ſouls ef | their female Penitents. * ae 
law was made an put in . e 
ick neh 


#pirit' of popery Io 


ain 1 n A $0 1 Pen % 9. 8 i i 
1 Mart in. 32, 23443 un ch bal asm Bua 85 
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from exerting itſelf, and to Preſerve Proteſtant FA 
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If is be bifory, and nat all a parade, is abſurd. 
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all their refug ge is ee, and all their ſafety 
| lie h in abſcurtyy. f 


| ual. mothers of the Chu a r 3 5 forth and reveal 


If the. whole be. freriqus, the letter is no Jaw; and 


Abilities in explaining or ee this 
bang e ing cliver us, Rs te: dilemma it 


this; but if be e\that ND AED Thame fly 
Sb In his, eher "bis 2 8 1 


0649 


ext Amon USs £5: 92488 
o 1280 255 ſenſe is un unjuſiable, I fear it is wt 
pal able for the ſpirit to ide, nor can I ſee that it 

15 ear a. ſpiritual ſenſe, without making it mat- 
5 0 ridicule : foraſmuch as there is not the ap- 
Wer of ſuch a meaning in it; for if part of 
his anſwer of Chr; 2 to the Phariſees be Jpiritual, 

why not the whole ? If part be, then men aſk à natu» 
ral queſtion, and receive a ſpiritual anſwer, which 


If Chrift's anſwer be myſtical to the Poariſces plain 
queſtion ;; þ is it not like the nonſenſe or croſs pur-. 
poſes in Eraſmus, where one talks of a wedding 

and, the other of fhipwrack ? Alas! for believers, 


theſe words of Chriſt ate to 
myſtically underſtood, 6 e in labour ye /piri- 


the myſtery, and defe it by reaſon, or your ſpi- 
ritual toi ſdom and Jeon, will be meanly thought of. 


if it paſs into a law, it is unjuſt; 5 for if the letter 

is to be differently underſtoqd, if it want explain · 

ing or amending, ſo 1 muſt the law do. that. is found: 

EQ upon it. N N dtd 

He that can, or cake he can, ed: the fe aſe, 

or vindicate the humanity of the expreſſion, ſo as t 
Trove: the doctrine ri r A r and e Precept good, : 

1D do it; and all due reg rd. tha I be paid to 

- reaſons that + are given. et F diſpl —4 

iritual- 


javolves t us 1 ne beg a * foynd that can do 


Bis mouth,” 7 bis NE in 115 Wy M Fin, thy 
* {ran order e Ser he al Ou * 


1 YES THY OY. 
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For my Part: own,” that ahl Velk GA Tr 0 
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= to juſtify 7eſus , Chrift „ by confell 
ore are jſt in St. Me | Whew 1 8570 rel, e's 


fuch- parts: of it are faulty, as are e 
plain and honeſt reaſoning,” And EP 17 1 Add 
is Point 
i tfence of the wögle, is to Ek the." 575 
5 N to 517 we teat, not Gb 
A 1 
4 of 6 thine eye © ld 1, 5 
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by'the other Böfpels. 'To be two 
| x." V. mnt band or foot 
ir 17 better 727 


2 Der 1% . 22 "ai bo 
Preſſions in his plac . ho 
FJ hat goes Before a 5 10 they are © 
bg # exglained in alto ſenſe e 
Plea! ut if the ſubje IR 8 
fach. words. in St. Matthew A to 
their meaning, it ſeems" "poi Inne 
| of.Caltritioh, "Mat. V. ver. 2 6 3. ye 2 
Beard that ' it bath been aid, 5 em of he, 
Thou D], not commit auler). Bat T /ay. 
that whoſotutr T6; 5 on 2 won an io MN 3 
hath We 4 Very cbiſh her already in bis Bar 4 
And if thy right eye 5725 es Hack it out, 5 5 1d. 
cut it off, and caft it from thee ; for it is l 
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vommending * the wiſdom of the unjuſt fleward? bs 
there any natural piecy or wiſdom in it? If it be ſuper- 
natural, is not ſupernatural piety, impiety, um- 


Practicable? And ſupernatural wiſdom, inconipre- 


henſible or nonſenſe? Is this a doctrine or precept 


becoming thexF4viaur of the world to teach? Ia the 
way to deſtroy the world, the way to ſave it? als 


not this, the moſto many advice that ever was 


would: end the world as ta the human ſpecies-? 
What, a lover ef muntind muſt: he. be thought to 
be, that teaches to extirpate / all human race d f 


Cbriſt ſpoke without diſſimulation ; na teaching 
one thing, and meaning another i; or, if the c 


trary, what a mean opinion ill tmn concei ve of 
him, if this expreſſion be his ; Some baue made 


themſelves eunuchs. for the kingdom of heaven's ſale r 
He that can receive it, let him neccive it! For in 
any ſenſe to aſcribe ĩt᷑ to Jeſus Chriſt, brings diſho- 
Nour to his name. omen muſt by this appear to 
be, or be look'd upon, as the greateſt evils in na- 
ture, and this muſt induce them ti hatt and abhor | 
men: For to be married to their Saviour, will net 
ſatisfy their wants. No perſon preaching ſueh 
morals, can ſo ſanctiſy them} -as ſich: rhorak» can 
unſandtiſy his perſon. Good and evil! are founded 
in the nature of man, and man's wiſdom finds arid 


applies them by the fitneſs or unfitneſs of things, 
and; regulates: his actions by their tendeney; But 
Fall runs countęr to the courſe of nainre, and di- 


rects men to act contrary to it. If a ſiogle life bo 


ſo holy a thing, that men are recommended far 


the kingdom f heaven's ſake, to make themſelves 
eunuchs, rather than marry z why then, if married, 
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ought they not to he divorced for che kingdam-pf 
Heaven's ſake, When for the ſake of.-all\bappineb 
n earth they, earneftly; defire it i Or is it aben o 


/ good, when it is fo bad, that it cannot be borne, 
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Ergee key; Which would N in if cur- 
able, to be intolerable if incurable ; at feaſt 
eme to miſery, to think it cannot end hut 
With life, or at the pleaſure of another, who! 5 
flexibly purſues that pleaſure, which is my 
"and I cannot prevent it. This may be the tod vie 
reflections of a man diſtreſſed by wedlock: My wife 
Det cries he) vindicates her honour at t e ex- 
nce of mine, ſhe has a tongue form'd for d 
ithout its being perceiv'd; and: by this inferuta- 
ble art, can bla even the character of an angel. 
There appears to be no hyp poerify”t in her, becauſe 
it is fo natural, that it ſeems to be artleſs? If I 
grant her not all ſhe requires, ſhe will ptivately 
obtain it, both for pleaſure and 8 3; and thi 
ſeeret management is my ſure ruin. TI am deter- 
mined to oppoſe it might and main; now m. 
Houſe is filled with eternal brawl and clamour! 
and thro* all my neighbourhood, with whom 1 had 
once reputation and reſpect, infamy and ſcandal 
attend me] My dear name, my ſacred character 
is ſacrificed, and Tam look d vpe be the*guil- 
| fy perſon, wherever her malice finds admitta ice, 
or her report flies. What ſhall I do? My once 
joyous hours ate fled, which I found in Celeste 
arms; happinefs is no more; a ſullen ſtar threat- 
ens che reminder of my wretched life with 55 
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A diſmal gloom and melancholy view is all around 


me: She that ought to be both by intereſt and gra- 


Aitude my trueſt comfort in diſtreſs, and like a 


good conſcience my chief ſupport and ſolace in 


affliction, is my only grief and calamity ! O re- 


medileſs ſtate ! whither ſhall I fly ? What ſhall I 


do? If I go, ſhe, like a malus genius having no 


ſapport but from me, will find me out and follow, 


and ſpread the invenom'd ſlander of her lies aud 


malice beyond my flight; and whither can 180 
from the means of my ſubſiſtence? I may as Well 


finiſh at once a wretched life, as attempt to fly 


the wretchedneſs of it; the diſmal conſequences 


* 


?'Þ 


of endeavouring to mend it, ſhew me to be com- 


Pleatly wretched, and plung d, for ever plung'd, as 
into the 7 of gloomy Tartarut, where falling, 
J muſt fall for ever! O Celeſtia, when I think of 


thee, I behold happineſs at an unapproachable di- 


ſtance, like Dives in hell, with an unpaſſable . 
gulph between me and that, doubly damn'd with 
the'loſs of ſenſible happineſs, and a pungent ſenſe” 


of never- ceaſing pain, but with life itſelf. Adieu 


all the pleaſures that I once embrac'd in embrac- 


ing Celeſtia, and any death is welcome. Is this 
the reward of my virtue? O ye cruel gods, could 


ye not lengthen out my tranquillity to the end of 
a ſhort tranſitory life; or at leaſt abate ſo much of 


your undeſervid vengeance, as not to have given 


me this torture for miſtaken pleaſure, which only 
the integrity of life and ſincerity of my ſoul” has 
made permanent? Much could I ſay, but much 


rather would I conceal her ſhame, who is the cauſe 
of my lamentation : When nature can no longer 


bear reſtraint,” ſhe breaks thro*--all oppoſition, 
Tho ſome time ſince kind fate has removed the 


Painfylneſs of the ſting by a much deſired, but 


little expected and abſolutely neceſſary ſeparation, 


the third time; fo that Demonia, tho living yet, 
| . UE . 7] ; 32 * 2 „ „%% 10 oy 
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Mr re deſperately inimical to mine, offends me 
not; yet theſe paſt reflections I remember ſtill. 


amy ra Miction and miſery, the warmwood aud, 

__ Theſe, melancholy reflections, may be ſuppoſed, 
made to warn others, as the criminal with the gib- 
het in view preſents the ſpectators; with his laſt. 

dying ſpeech. Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula 
of matrimonial complaints, changes the ſtate of 


* 


Va 
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marriage deſigned for a bleſſing, into a curſe and 
_ captivity. However holy matrimony: may be calz 
leg, it is when unhappy. much more unholy than 
whoredom, being productive of greater ſin and 
, miſery ; becauſe this wretched ſtate, hateful in its 
nature, and diſmal in its conſequences, is like the 
laws of the Medes and Perfians, unalterable but by 
. - death z, and not to be abrogated like the laws of 
Moſes, tho they are ſaid to have been by God's 
appointment, as well as matrimony. This un- 
merciiul reſtraint, without refuge or redemption, 
is the ty rannical effect of religious ſuperſtition. 
When once the ſacred knot. is tied, and the nia- 
trimonial rites conſummated, let the married per- 
ſons find themſelves ever ſo much miſtaken in 
their diſpoſitions and conſtitutions. of body and 
mind, by reaſon of any matters miſunderſtood, or , 
not before known or expected, or in embrio, and 
impoſſible to have been foreſeen, tho? a cloud of 
e gathers thick, and veils all proſpect of 
ſucceeding happineſs, tho? perpetual diſcord breaks 
in like an overflowing deluge-z tho“ malignant 
jealouſy infects the mind, and concealed leproſy or 
lues the body of either party; tho? envy poſſeſs the 
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and fury the face; tho! drunkeuneſs hefot-the 
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of the man or woman, or extravagance. — 
ſure ruin be. his or her fatal conduct, or a multi- 
tude of vexations and plagues beſides, too dread- 
ful to name, too numerous to recount; tho all 
or ſome of theſe, for all woes cannot find place 
to wound one perſon, diſorder and torment the 
married ſtatez rho nothing remains but an un- 

ſpeakable diſſatisfaction and deſpair of every ſo- 
| ho delight, the law, the terrible law of judgment 


without mercy, and without end, has conlign*d the 


married, the marr'd, the miſerable wretches over 
as to a ſtate of reprobation iaſupportable , and ir- 
redeemable; ſo that the ideas of hell eternal, and 
vengeance everlaſting, does not make ſuch a ſen<* 

ſible impreſſion in human minds, as the ſenſation 
of this preſent. calamitous condition: For, as that 
is the greater pain which is the moſt felt, ſo it is 
moſt regarded and makes the impreſſion ſo large, 
that it effaces in a great meaſure, if not entirely, 
all lefler impreſſions; when, let a man turn which 
way he will, he ſees pain and vexation, ruin and 
deſtruction tread; every way before him that he can 
turn; ſo that the goads of unjuſt calumny and re- 
proach torment his life, with deſpicable poverty 
In view, and a jail, a halter, or ſtarving, bid fair 
to end an uncomfortable life; tho? terrible be the 


Way to. it, yet the word end tho n Og Is; apart 


only comfort and conſolation. 


Good God] that ever man or woman ſhould 5 


| ablige themſelves by law to do what is not in their 
qwn power,.viz, to love, when reaſon, nature and 


_ neceſſity oblige them to hate, is ſuch a ſtate of 
complaiſant conformity and abject ſlavery, as one 


would think a rational foul would not be guilty: 
of; but what will not tyrant cuſtom on one hand, 
with. a proſpect of the joys; of love on the other, 


oblige à man to do? However eaſy or rte | 
the chains may, appear to be at a diſtant 2 


24 


6046) | 

they that have * them with an der 
clog, or rather load of woe, at the end, (Which 
when felt exceeds all their formet e 
find no ſtate to be more diſmal, no condition more 
wretched, being doubly curꝰ d like the damn'd in 
hell, with the ſight of happineſs at a diſtance en- 
Joyed by others, and once hoped for by them, 
which fair ſky being overclouded they are now de- 
prived of happineſs even in expectation, ſo that, 
there remains not even hope (that bubble comfort) 
left, and in room of the once expected ſocial en- 


5 jo ment. they feel laſting torment and ſubſtantial | 
, woe. No tender pity is ſhewn, no bowels of com- 
"paſſion extended to them that have unwarily or un- 


_ fortunately plung'd themſelves into this inextrica- 

ble miſery. Matrimony, like death, is a great 
leap in the dark; only the one renders us ſenſible 
of our miſery, the other terminates our miſery in 
inſenſibility; z at leaſt in body till the ſon of man 
comes, ibe day and hour whereof no man knows ; 
nor that it is yet, or ever will be fixed; at leaſt 
he appears not likely to come till Chriſtianity 'b& - 

one, for when the ſon of man comes ſball be find 
faith on the earth? And if he finds no faith on 


| 7 earth, he will not find Chriſtianity there; for this , 


is built on that. 


If it be objected, that for adultery and impoten- 
cy the Jaw has provided a remedy ; this law is ſo 
ſevere, and ſo difficult to obtain juſtice by, that 
many who even by the tenor of ah law have a 
right to freedom, cannot find the means to attain 


the end, it being attended with exceſſive charges; 


and thoſe whoſe abilities prevent them not, chuſe 
rather from the humanity of their tempers, and the 
modeſty of their diſpoſitions, to ſubmit to an un- 
comfortable life in miſery all their days, than 
bring themſelves or their partners to laſting ſhame, 
| wary be recorded with dilgrace, 0 having the 'mat- 


. ter 
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ter lic ed before 2. public court, to the ſcandal 
of both parties,. The law ſhould relieve the op- 
a0 * means within the power jf. the oppreſ- 
i to find; and religion ſhould not contribute to 

a weight to, oppreſſion, and make it durable 

as life ; but both. TOYS. unite their ioftruftions 
and, authority, t to he e yoke of, life eaſy, 'and. 

he burden, light... 3 | Mt, | 
ſhall now give Nou, _ fubltance of Mr. 3 
8 8 hana — ae who! was as ex- 
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ey Marriage To m a perilous hazard and ſnare, 
they ſhall redeem. to a more certain haven: and re- 
tirement of happy ſociety. ; When the grave and 
pious reaſons. of, this law of divorce hath been 
amply diſcours* d, 1, doubt not .(/ays. he) but with: 
one gentle ſtraking to wipe off ten thouſand, tears, 
out of the life of man. ar 9 a 

He adds, That maintaining 1 reaſonableneſs 
of divorce is attempting, the cure of an inveterate. 
diſeaſe, crept i into the beſt part of human fociety, 
which, tends to the redeeming and xeſtoring of 
none, but 41 na are the; objects of .compaſſieny 
having in an ili 10 zhampered themſelves to the 
loſs Ve quiet and repoſe during, life: That uſe- 
| Might not yes W ee bee A 


ſecret” 


that good men ſhould loſe their ju 


a j8 0 b 
bret ufflittion of an udeohfeidnable fize kö Hut i 
ſtrength, the mercy of the Maſdit law was ratouE 
ly exhibited :' That this pre law of di ivorce Þ 
Moſes is full ef Pre <quity ; agreeable to 5 
laws of the wiſeſt men, and wf civilized RE 
tons; that many bad men Rave made bad uf of 
this law, it is eafy to believe, yet Moſes knew it was 
better to ſuffer the accidental evils _ OP nf 
axiſe from hatd-hearted men By this rs ö 375 


privilege of remedy. That if tis thi of eafe 
and recovery be obſtinately diſliked, what remains 
but to deplore a hopeleB, leplet Condition! 12 4 
if the knotof matrimony may if fro tale be f 
ed, except for adultery, all the burderis of 0 
bf Miſes are not fo intolerable: That no laws 0 
bind againſt the deſign of its“ e Bee 7 
Mt to be an help theet Tora, ii e 5 00 
. 4 
- He reaſon, That ub law ein es 

Blameleſs creature to its 6, ＋ aken pep! 
tual ſorrow: "That the . . 'of 'the mind 
ih marriage Nivuld be more regarded and e | 
for, than the ſenſitive pleaſing the oy 
without the former, the latter ſoon betott i% U 1 
ſavoury and contemptiblè: That tho* the t 
 expreſly ſays, We mut not tarry to fats the 
geibly <p like brute beaſts that have” nb'in- 
derſtanding; yet the Canon fo runs, as if it 
dreamt of no other matter than'ſuth an a etite to 
be ſatisfied: That'thoſe, who in martiag e _— 95 
appoinred. of the better part, 


0 fadrieſs think it dende to "Bart; 55 18 ps 91 
voree by a motive equal to the beſt” of thofe that 
marry, and has not the leaſt grain of fin in it: 
That wo above. the ſirens th of human Weakge 
50 mY lade witer they 
| are 
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wed "files (ew: by the: 8 
1 That the mere ſober à perfor im len che 


bs, rhe greater meſafichly and deſpait id brings = 
| pon him 5 therefore it is, that many wedded'per. 
4 fons are defect! tho? they pretend ocher 


 eaiffes 
to conceal it, betwuſe they know no remecy That 


a Unfcerable eonf6rt ſometimes deſtrbys the dthet 


grief: By this means many a ons eotrHE,j, 4 


| way. in a joy leſs and diſconſolate conditio; there 
fore. here Yves ſhould-/interpoſe and muoebiliy 
the moſt | defired art acceptable freedom! What 
life wirbout the'vigour of de im private! er pubs 
licenjoyment? Since life is to Be preferrecꝭ U maps 


rige, and confktaint to remain in unſuitab fem 
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nage may orten or endinges life, the Pressen! 


52 of life demands à ſepar ation. $5.5 2.8 (= + 
Hs arges, That the very being of the merge = 
covenate unfelgned 10, and peace, "without 

whiotithe marriage is hypocriſy,” Phat nes Ste. 


Paul ſays, 1 Co vi. "God ha# called us to praer mot 


1 bondage, he who eannot love let him dd dre. 


And fince love is" the fulſilling of ile de wROFS 


_ tove is wanting; the law of the marriage-eovendye = 
cannot be fulfilled.” That when the chief ad erf 
ih ordinance” is fruſtrated for Which it is ordn d, 


it 18 ahnull'd and! invalidated; and ceaſes of evurie 
duleſs it be otherwiſe renews. and reſtered to its 


primitive inſtituttion. Phat an overfirivngy aw 
diſcipline cauſes it co be broken and brought is 
contempt. That man, by unhappy nk, 39 
| rendred unifit for The ſervies of God, and u 
duties of ſocial life. That the Sildres of 3 
Jbis -d Medlock may be alp d be children of ur 
unhappy Marriage as little. Tolduces / 0 tity: 
ther, as it" they had been baſtards. #1 587 KO Be 


That thoſe" Ro having A ed. ene ober- 
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* * recoil of nature on either ſite,. blaſting 


All the content of mutual ſociety, are not lawfully 
married. If all that is fair, all that is poſſible has 
been tried in vain, to accommodate the matrimo-. 

nial diſcords of thoſe who by ſome falſe bait have 


been drawn together, that the ſleeping enmities of 
nature might awake. to agony and ſtrife. later than 
prevention could have wiſhed 4 What folly is it 


ſtill to ſtand combating and battering againſt in- 
vineible cauſes and effects with evil upon evil, till | 


either the beſt of our days be lingred out, or end- 
ed with waſting ſorrow. A perſon may miſtake 


in fixing love without experience, but cannot err 
that finds juſt cauſe to hate by woeful experience. 
Hatred is Brilon, and when natural hatred (which 

is of God) ſeparates, let no man, let no law force 


them to live together. No laws gan unite. thoſe 


whom averſion Joaths and avoids. No laws can 
_ . oblige to love, whom nature compels. to hate 3, af- 
ſection cannot be forced: A reaſonable and na- 
tural diſlike no laws can remedy... That if a diſa- 


greeable body be no incitement to wedlock, a diſ 


agreeable mind is an enemy to it. That nature 
teaches to divide any limb from the body to ſave 
the reſt, tho' it be to the maiming and deforming. 
of the whole; and to ſever any member by inci- 


ſion, that is gangrene, and tends to the mortify ing 


the body; what if man and wife then are one fleſn, 
105 bt to be ſeparated when ce 8 5 


10 % proceeds, That ah law was never deſigned. 
to protect baſeneſs and injury, yet indiſſolaable 
| . but by death does this very 
maintains a contract in direct violation to the de- 
 fign of the law, the dignity. of man, the honour, 


-matrimony, and the inflexible motives. of ten- 


Ker nnure ang loving- diſpoſition: A moſt unjuſt, 
„ LLIRALLLA LIT by ee uſyrping/ Over: 
Aa ES. - 22 


op 


thing, and, 


A 


< wy. | 


- Way" That if the Sabbath was made for man, 85 
not man for the Sabbath, much more may it be SF; 


faid of marriage: God never ſets the ordinance 
above the man for whom it is ordained. What 
was ever more made for man alone, and. leſs for 


God, than marriage; and ſhall we load it with a 
cruel and ſenſeleſs e utterly againſt the good 


fr man? 
He ſhews Tast jarring and difcord' continu» 


aur grating in harſh. tune together, oft end in ran. 


cour and ſpite. That it would be leſs. ſcandal, to 


_ divorce a natural diſparity, than to link them to- 
indle one another with ha- 


gether inevitably to 
tred ; who, if diſſever'd, would be friends in any 
other relation. That there is as much cruelty in 


forbidding to divorce, as not to marry. Is the con- 


fine ment for the trial of our patience z but what 
if it ſubvert our patience, and faith too? This is 


tempting God, by putting a yoke upon the neck _ 


of men; which neither former ages, nor the pre- 
ſent are able to bear. That many marry or ac- 
cept of an offer by the perſuaſion of friends, which 
proving a miſtaken ſtate of confinement and mi- 
ſery, both parties are thereby renderid unhappy: 
And forced 


That the Apoſtle Paul ſays, What communion 


bath light with darkneſs, or he that believes with 
an Infidel ? Matrimony is, or. ſhould be a ſtate of 
the neareſt and deareſt communion ; thoſe. then that 
have no. more communion with each other, than. 
light and darkneſs, from whatever cauſe it be, have 


broke the bonds of matrimony, or they were never 
in that ſtate of communion z and if either way, 


the bonds are diffolved of courſe. If there be ſo 


little communion between a believer and an Infi- 
ohh 5 if the one has: a mind to TR a fe- 


- 


marriages are ſuch lavage i in humanity, > 
that *ris next to aſſaſſination 3 pity as well as piety - 
| therefore pleads for their redreſs 'by divorce. . 
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upon experience their ans are e or wide 


EY 


Paratiop is granted: tho unbelioving- depart, lh 
bim depart: Surely a believer is to have the ſame 


Privilege as an unbeliever, if there he no commu- 
nion between them; and if this liberty be granted 


where one is an Infidel, becauſe God has called us 


to peace, and a brother or ſiſter is nat under bond- 
age in ſuch a caſe z ſuppoſe the cafe worſe, that the 
A0 is worſe than an Infidel, one that takes no care 


10 provide for bis family, is not the bondage 


greater? May not the woman have the liberty to 


be delivered Pa ſo worthleſs a man? Or, muſt 


ſhe ever drag the chain of ſlavery. and miſerabſe 


ſervitude? And, inſtead of receiving any help from 


him, endure to be ſtarv'd and robb'd and abus d, 


without remedy or redreſs during life? He that 


cares not for his own houſe, and. ſbe that does 2 
ſame, who is regardleſs of performing thoſe ſoci 
duties which the matrimonial ſtate require, whether 


he or ſhe goes from it, or ſtays in it, is no part of 


it, and as ſuch. ought to have no place in it. Is 


this doctrine of paſlive ſlavery on one fide, and un- 
merciful tyranny on the other, that perſons ſhould 
be. wedlockt together to their utter ruin and un- 


doing, the doctrine of the Goſpel? Does this bring 
glory to God, peace on earth, and good will io men? 


Is this the liberty in which Chrift has made us free, 


that we are advis'd to ſtand faſt in? A liberty. to. 


 tyrannize, and a freedom to ſlavery !. Can any 


thing be ſo. ridiculous and contrary to ee | 
R | 

Bythis Jolie reafopiog of Mr. Mr 11 rox, it 
is evident, that a man and woman who are fitly 
diſpoſed in harmonious: unity, as if conducted by 
She ſoul to the helps and comforts of domeſtic life, 


are the proper ſubjects only of conjugal ſtate, for 
theſe, and only theſe can be happy, if their out- 


ward circumſtances permit them to be ſo ; But if, 


wy 


| ly different-to-each other, they are differcitly con- 
ſtituted, and not made for each other, nor can men 
make that to agree which God has made: to diſ- 
agree; therefore ſuch joining is not of him. When 
men and women therefore- are joined together by 
law, they ought to be joined lawfully, that is ac- 
corcling to equity 3 by allowing a proviſo, diſunion 
or divorce, when evil ariſes, which blafts all ex- 
pected comforts. When the law does not provide 


a. remedy. for what is. remediable, it is not as it 


fitneſs of things; it is not ſo well deſign'd as it 
Id be; therefore i in ſuch caſes it is not, it can! 
not be kept, nor is it fit it ſhould, being an unfit 
law. If when the benefit of divorce to unhappy 


81 to he, adapted to the exigency of caſes, or 
” 


warriages is denied, it is nat good for a nan to 


_ marry then on the contrary, if it be good for a 
man to marry. tis juſt and right that the benefit | 
ot divorce. Wande be . allowed to ans PEO 


5 Wade 


2 / . 2 
FORTS 1 9 


ba ſhall now anſwer all ſuch e lane and W 
tions. that I know of, which are made againſt di- 
vorces: Moſt of which rather ſhew the ignorance 
of men how to do right, who are Jong accuſtom- 
ed to do wrong, than any arguments againſt the 
2 GREECE and rectiude of divorce. - , 


112 Ti is. queried, What are the proper cauſe 1 4 
vort? 8 
Aſiver. Whatever makes s warriad ſince wth 5 
ſerablez. for marriage was, and ſhould be deſigned 
for the mutual happineſs of man and woman; if 
one of them is render d unhappy by it, the means 
fails of the end, the inſtitution. is perverted, and 
qught to be annulled, _ .. 
| *Tis demanded, Who aught to have: 150 power of 
| procuring a divarce, the man or the woman? © 


— I 
= _ — K 
— P — = 
* 2 
” . - 


. The oppreicd + or e party; 55 bor II 0 
and juſtice conſiſts in relieving” the injured, and 
| ſupporting. the helpleſs. The perſon that feels the 
— 1s the proper perſon to ſeek redreſs. 

*Tis aſked, To whom ſhould they ſeek it? Should 
we bave a court. of judicature on eters Or may 
married people divorce themſelves nee ihy 
| Phaſe or think themſelves unbappy ? 

A. They that think themſelves unhappy, are 
"1 for the ſear of happineſs lies in the ſenſation 


of i it. There is liberty for ſingle perſons to marry 5 


when they pleaſe; and ſeeing, the divorce of un- 
. happy marriage is as neceſſary for the well-being 
of man, as marriage is; why ſhould not the ſame 
freedom be allowed for one as the other? * 
Odj. At this rate, a man may turn away 1 wife, 
or a woman may go away from ber huſhand, whenever 


either of them pleaſes; which will only change the 


8 of miſery. And if done by a courſe. of law, 
© the trouble and charge will make it ruinous to their 


characters and fortunes. TORY > "tis better that i f ö 


uo di vorce be allowed. 1255 
A. I am not propoſing a drone fo eaſy: as the 5 
one, nor ſo difficult as the other ; but, as 1 ſaid 
before, to part, ought to be as eaſy as to come to- 
_ gether ; therefore let it be done in the very ſame 
manner, and with the ſame ſolemnity to make it 
legal, and give a ſanction to the act. Let them 
that are divorced he ſeverely puniſhed if ever they 
come together again (as the law of Mo aeg forbids) 
which will prevent parting for every ſlight occa- 
| ion. Let the divorce be obtained by being pub- 
liſhed three times in the pariſh church, erk the 
parties live, or by a Licence from the Commons, 
to be regiſter'd at the ſaid church. Let the charge 
oy the ſame as marrying. Let raſcally Fleet mar- 

be prohibited, and let them be declared null 
an void and whoever is ſo married; let it be 
8 . eſteemed | 


4 unferviceable and ſpiritleſs to. tie 'common- 


«& lawgivers that ever knew man. 


Tried as in a polical 


a „„ 


1 2 as * or whored : Then this ſhop. 
for clandeſtine marriages will be but up 8. and 


ople will not be every day marrying and un- 


marrying. There cannot be then ſq much vice = 
- matrimony, as there is now. _ © If nature's reliſt- 


«#3 »£4* 


- < leſs ſway in love or hate be once Faß ir 5 


« wealth. This Maſes rightly. 0 ang, 1 
hen the rea- 5 
« ſon and perſuaſion; of the married friends | to re⸗ 


64 concile t m fail, all conſtraint by, law againſt 


te nature, renders (Fob but, the 0 miſerable."* Nh 


Oe 10 a 122 


„ 2 e894. 6:4 


F610 ol declared vacant, or r be ip? Wd: 182 | 
reaſon; for 1 2 & divorce, as well in a mar- 8 


te? The deſertion leaves the; 
deſerted in à ſtate of freedom, to take another i in, 
the room of the deſerter. Theſe are reyolution- 


© deſerted. to marry another, than iK 


N alen in the ſtate, to elect another king n 
in the room of him, by whoſe. delertion. the 
throne. was. wiſel Y de lared vacant; 015 it was, 


more vacant from his unfitneſs to feign, than, 


0 from his abſence. The nation by Experience, 
found James the Second an unfit perſon. to be king. 


therefore made. a,proper 3 of a proper -Opportur, - 


principles; and the reaſons that juſtify the. © N 


: wy * W the other. »Tis no more. 8 


40360) 
is Tobit 10 mould a man or womat de, 
Aeferted by, or obliged ee le Ken | 
and abandon home becauſe of the tytanny; 15 
fion and tflifery that tefgtis Me e 
cauſes and reafons are alike, the verdict and tie | 
ſhould be ecuted alike. | Stich Ike ca ſes oupht to 
I be a ſufficienr reaſon for divotce, without any offi- | 
Sau; e ag enquiry-and canvaſfity (prin 
mn affairs by a, public court of jaſtice into t "Ettiſes 
that produce the tefolucions 5 Uivorce,' owt Gf 
1 Bad 6 to the reputation of eitller or "ork 
parties. gk are the beſt Judges of their 
own grievah ces, and as fit to Judge for"thetriſe [ves 
\ why, 160 diflitte, and ſo part, as chey he 6 
Judge for themfelves why they | fied: a fo Were 
Joined together: And r ch fore, bee rhe on ” 
ter is often founded on! cy 3. bur” the former is 
the refult pere Kbrofos! Fl 18275 
concerned are fitter e br chenifelved 
perth of judicature frim & the Cad 2 are 
ret; anck ots not 15558 Ns ala unable acer 
iu reaſons of dif fttioh” berweth, 
ike ſhout Bp offed About and Judged 
dicial court. * As them 1 ; * tnarrage 0 


be always preſetved with chaffir 1 08 ; 
Ptivate differences ſhorfd not he . 5 0 
lic rown-tallc, to pleafe every gidd par prats | 


ing fool, who' love to be ever F meg with oz 
ther pedp les Affairs that never concern thems anl. 
never by o doiny mend chem, bur ftert make: 
then werfe. The differences that ariſe in pri- 
X vate life ſhould be cured and put att end 5 bub' | 
71 got publiſhed; they are often fo deeply röoted 
«Ein 1 59 iRechotis, as are not withjr the verge 
* of law to tamper with,” Paulas Emilitsy, being 
_«aflted; Why he on away * his 4 for ho viſible” 
4 reaſon? Said, foot 
. 8 Roe is a 


Wen Fee,, din ens nth om 
* Y - 2 82 


A 


% 
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yet none of you know where it wrings me. In 


«+ caſes. herein a man's own happineſs is concern'd, 


4 


4 


.* ceeding againſt her at law z. yet; is a benef 


- 


he alone is his own judge, no other can judge 
„ for him; What he approves. or diſapproyes, 
«* what. is agreeable or diſagreeable, lovely or 

* en NV 331 z *. 1 ; Te 

i hateful go, his nature and conſtitution; To de- 
77. ̃ KX . I 4. oy” 4 1 IS, 24; 1 * 3 
ire to redreſs a grievance, is natural; but to be 
++ obliged to expoſe whar good: nature and Pru- 
* dence would ſecrete, is barbarous. Tho? it may 
«be juſt ro expoſe an adultereſs, by public pro- 
YET 4 s 1 e DLNTCHE IO 
+ the guilty wife, to be diſcharg'd without Hav. 
* ing her honour impeach'd, as many a buiſbind 


ISS! 


* 


TS $I, . 2 EET DS ö N e 33 
* would chuſe rather to do, by a ſilent diſmiſſion. 
„ *T is mach better to diſcharge her thus, than to 
„ have her faults ſcrutinized and expesd, and 

« have her faults. ſcrutinized and expes'd, an 


% 


< made the jeſts of a -bawdy trial,” But the dif 
ferences in divorce about dowries, jointurcs: Rates, 
Sec. ſhould be determined by law, or as the con- 
tracting parties ſhall judge meet, or agree to "be? 
fore marriage. People generally know how tb 
make their own bargains, the law is only neceſſa- 
ry to make them perform the covenants they enter 
i2to, or determine what ſhall be right when none 


are made, as when a.perſon dies without making 


” 


- 


his will. When the parties are fo divarced, ft 1 


as reaſonable and as neceflary they ſhould marry _ 


again, as it was before, if-to them it appear fo; _ 
when a poſſibility or proſpect is before them of 

living happier with other mates, whoſe diſpoſitions 
and circumſtances are better ſuited. to the temper 

of each. And the perſon that is molt able, ſhqvld 
keep the children after parting, if there are any; - 
or, as they otherwiſe agree about it : For, I think, _ 


te father and mother have equal right to the chil- 


dren of their own begetting. If a man leaves a 
woman as wealthy as he found ber; and if the be 
as healthy, I fee no juſt reaſon ſhe has to complain > 


. 8 * i % 4 x 5 * x k ) 
* 4 + : p s p 6 - 7 N : 1 . : 3s x 4 9 
* 4 : 0 


* 


> F 


8). 


| for his parting with her. Since money g gives power, 
and the management of affairs is an indication of 
wiſdom, and tis power and wiſdom that govern 

the world (and 'tis fit it ſnould); therefore that 
perſon, be it the huſband or wife, that was before 
marriage poſſeſs'd of the right of ſubſtance, and 


to whom the buſineſs after mann moſt properly 


belongs, ſhould have the right of divorce, that 
the ſubſtance may be preſerv'd, and the family 
maintain'd. She that brings a man a fortune who 
had none, ſhould have a power to divorce the man 
that ſhe has taken for a huſband, who is ſpending 
it as faſt as he can, that ſhe may ſave as much as 
the can of it. And he or ſhe that is careful of 
the family, ſhould have power to divorce the other 
party that takes no care of it, who is therefore an 
unfit member of it. Underſtanding and circum- 
ection denote wiſdom, and wealth gives power, 
they that haye theſe have the ſupreme right, and 
tis an ill £ government 8 8 theſe are divided of 
diſagree, : ; 
From a good wife and a [wiſe indiviger of iis; 
none but a fool or a madman would defire to be 
divorc'd ;; and from a fool or a madman it can 
bring no ſorrow for a woman to be ſeparated. 
Let Them that cannot agree together, part, then it 
may be Teen on whoſe fide the fault lies; the world 
often miſunderſtands and misjudges things. The 
ower of divorce would keep many in tolerable 
haviour both men and women whoſe behaviour 
is now intolerable. 
© * author has theſe three objections 
to divorce . 1. What muſt become of the 
children upon the ſeparation of the parents, muſt 
they be committed to the care of à ſtepmother, 
and inſtead of the fond care and concern of a 
mother feel * the indifference or harred of a 
ſtranger 
* Mr. ee in Ks Eflays . and political. 


4d - 


ſtranger or an enemy? Theſe W 

are ſufficiently felt where nature has made the 

divorce by the doom inevitable to all mortals: 

And ſhall we ſeek to multiply theſe incoaveni- 

encies by -mukiplying diyorces, and putting it 

in the Tack of ape upon every capriee te 
t 


render their poſterity miſerable 9 _ 
A. We often follow vulgar, errors, think * 
ſpcak as others do without Bed ede and without 
nowledge. Not every ſtep: mother Rande un- 
natural, nor every mother. 10 natural tenderneſs 
to her own, and ſome — too much partiality ; 
| which tends as much to the ſpoiling of children, 
as too little. A ſtepmorher cannot be .cafily ſup- 
poſed an enemy to a man's children, if ſhe. loves the 
man. Every mother is not fit to bring up a child, 
D ſhe is mother of iz; 4 The may Rare 


4 $6 4 


1 tho' 1 — cannot 1 5 15 means in ll 
caſes be abſolutely. done away. ling and con- 
ttentious Parents are certainly 128 _ to educate 
children, tho' their natural offspring, than thoſe 
that, being freed from the diſtraction and conſuſion 
of jarring. tempers, can regulate and govern them- 
ſelves, their affairs and 1 family, irn an even 
temper of mind. 

Again be argues, 2. « If i it be true « on the one 
hand, That the heart of man nagurally delights in 
18: h liberty, 


* 


„ 6 
mann Kinds every King to WhicP it is con- 


tis alſo eroß r. "the other Hand, tpat the 


Irrel man *nathr My ſubmits” to neceflity,' und 
ſoon loſes an inclination, when there appears an 
abſolute impoſſibility of fatisfying it. it. Theſe prin- 
eiples df human gathre you'll ſah, are contradie. 
tory; Bat hat is man Vie” a heap of Cöntradicxi- 


ons. ATo⸗ tis rematkable that Where principles 15 


are after this mafitzer, contrary in their operation, 
2 they do” not always deſtroy each other; but the 
one ore the other nfs V predominate on any particu 
_ cular occaſion; according as circumftancesare'more 


_ orlefs favourable'toit. For inſtance, 16e is a reſts 
leſs andimi Pac paſſion, full of caprice and vas 
gene ee For a Keatüre from an alt, from 
x nothin) ig, and 15 0 xtinguiſhing after the ſame 
manner. Such a* paſſion require rey ae, 
Things; and therefore" Hlolſa Had rcaſbn, when, 
order to preſerve this pe ſon, ſh&refufcd! to r 
Her T belt ved Abele. $D:11.2 tobi ops 
* 282721 Mignon Sven et bag evi yer - 
Horo oft ia preft 2 marriag ge Db T fai, 
"Car on all laws,” bit thiſe that be bus male! l 
Lobt, free as din, at Hb tf binn l. e end 


ts 


Nen W E 90 Vans * PORE! _ 


Bat yen gif is 4 calm and ſedate affect 
ducked by reaſon and cemented by ht ing 
ing from long ac Waintänce, a blies 
tens; without jealbtülies 6 fears, afld withort 
2 hoſe feveriſ fits of heat and cold, Which caufe 
ſuch an agreeable torment i in the dmgrous paſſion. 
So fober an affection therefore as frie bälhip, fü. 


F under confiraint, and eyes uns toiſuch | 


2 height as when any ktrong intereſt or \neceffits 
binds two perſo 0 ider and gives them ſor 
common bhbject 


| e or fric 
i * l 5 


* 


ee, [oak Jight wings, "a and in anne . 


dit. 1 106 us 3 ; 
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. marriage? And we ſhall ſpon determine, whe 
ther liberty or conſtraint be moſt favourable to it. 
The happieſt marriages to he ſure are found, 
where ſove by long acquaintance is conſolidated © 
into friendſnip. Whoever dreams of raptures and 

extaſies beyond the honeymoon, is a fool. Even 
romances themſelves, with all their liberty of fic- 
tion, are obliged to drop their lovers the very day 
of their marriage; and find it eaſier to ſupport 
the paſſion for a dozen of years under _ 
diſdain and difficulties, Thar” a week under 


ſion and ſecurity. We need not therefore be a: 


fraid of drawing the marri iage knot the cloſeſt 

Poſſible. The friendſhip bet wixt the berſons, where 
it is ſolich and ſincere, will rather gain by it; and 
where it is wavering and once na, this is the beſt 
expedient” for fixing it. How many frivolous _ 
quarrels and diſguſts are there, which people of 
common prudehce endeavour to forget, When they 


| Ye under the neceſſity of paſſing their lives roge- > 


ther; but which would ſoon inflame into the moſt 
. deadly hatred, were they purſued to the utmoſt. 
Mr as the proſpect of an eaſy ſeparation. * ICI 
A. If tbe beart of man naturally delights in ben 
ben the heart of man has what it delights in man 
will be beſt pleaſed, and conſequently retain the 
-moſt:agreeable'” temper of mind. It ruffles his 
temper to take that from him which his heart na- 
turally delights in; this is the direct way therefore 
"tO mand hin a bid! huſbanidy/and this is the reaſon 
that many men's love grow cold to their wives, as 


ſoon as they conſider their loſs of liberty; that a- 


lone changes their tem per, and by this means they _ 
curſe their fate, which they would otherwiſe bleſs. 
Love is the" freeſt principle in nature, and is an 
enemy to confinement; therefore confinement is 

an enemy to love. It is no wonder then, that 
ar. ied 4+ Are Woe Sh ag 3 "OP" rea- 
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ſon is plain, love and liberty go mavdar: Toms | 
cannot be oonfin'd, no laws can fix it; therefore 
Eloiſals virtue is worthy, the example of all wo- 
men. She that would confine her huſband by 


law, does not ſeek his love, but ſomething elfe 3 


me has the man, and perhaps his means, but rare- 
ly his love, for that no laws can bind ; love can- 
not ſubmit to any ſuch neceſſity, tho man may; 
nor does neceſſity to endure what man would a- 
void, alter the nature or inclination of man in reali- 
ty, only in appearance. Suppoſe a man is in pri- 

ſon, and greatly deſires liberty, but being well 
informed, that his ſtate is ſuch as it muſt be for 
life, and chat there's no reaſon to expect the re- 
medy he longs for; what then, is a priſon beſt for 
im! Or, does he grow pleas'd and delighted 
with his confinement? Not at all. But when he 
finds that he cannot have the only relief that his 
ſoul wiſhes for, as the only ſuitable and agreeable 

one, he endeavours to ſeck ſome other palliating 
remedy to mollify the ſeverity of his nne twent 

by taking to drink, or play, or converſation, or 
ſome other thing whereby he ſeems to be _ 
times delighted in bis ſtation, but he is never truly, 
delighted with it; and he never loſes the inclina- 
tion to liberty, but to enden but if it may 


be ſuppoſed, that long time and cuſtom has 


brought confinement to be more agreeable to him 
than freedom, it muſt be, becauſe his ſpirits hav- 
ing been ſo really ſubdued by long bondage, he 
wants the power of enjoying liberty if he had it:; 
he is now deſpirited, and unfit for what. he was be- 
fore fit for in the ſtate of freedom the befote ſo 
earneſtly Jong'd for; ſo confinement: to wedlock. 
may in time make a man ſeem eaſy concerning his _ 
tate, but he rather ſeems, than is ſo, or he becomes 
© careleſs. and enervated, not affectionate and viga- 
Tous. A man a has a wand e Knows ik 
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port himſelf under the melancholy reflection, takes 
_ what pleaſure: be can in life as long as it laſts, 
knowing it will end his days, and uſes ſome mol- 


litying ointment or plaiſter to it; but vg wound 


is ſtill a wound, and in his apinion too; nor can 


his cheerfulneſs cure it, or prevent his feeling the 


- anguiſh, tho? he regards it as little as may be, that 


he may make his life as happy as it can be, maa 


is therefore not a heap of contradictions to him- 
ſelf, tho' men are to one another, but his mind 
moves as regularly as other things ; certain cauſes 


35 4 if he has:cours on 4 | 


have certain effects therein, and as the matives are, 


and his paſſions are capable of being moved by 


them, ſo his thoughts and actions are always na- 
turally correſpondent, Therefore, tho“ love may 
ariſe from an air, or a fancy, it cannot ariſe from 
not bing; this is to burn without fire, or be mne 1 


without a motive. 
Nor does friendſhip, or any other qualicy-ax 


i thing thrive under any ſort of neceſſity, but lach 
as is agreeable to its own nature. Conſtfraint can 


. neither procure friendſhip, nor preſerve it. Friend- 
ſhip I take to be a ſettled love, ariſing from a har- 


mony of tempers and agreeable conduct; nor 
| what conſtraint of any foreign nature can be be- 


. 


neficial to this? Two perſons living together, ſo 


as in time to become intimately acquainted wick | 
one another, may be a means to friendſnhip; but 
off they know each other, and find no diſpoſition 


do it, foreing them to dwell together will not pro- 


cure it. Perſons already jaded with each other's 


converſation, have but little luſt to friendſhip by 


being forced to live together; therefore, even on 


this ſcore, confinement can do no good. Nature 


 chuſes rather to ſeck a help near at hand, than far 
off and therefore makes the moſt it can of what 


1 and that! is al ROO 


init 10bbut wenne ee 8 damps the 
' fenſe and feeling of it, and contracts a honey ſun 
to a honey- moon. This way therefore of drawing 


5 matriage - Knot cloſe, ſtrains and often breaks 
Friendſhip, where it is ſolid and ſincere, un- 
— by friends living together; but 


ſuch never chuſe to part. Where ꝛtis wavering 


and uncertain, it may as well go as ſtay, ſince cis 


1 


a honey moon, followed with a number of ears un- 
1 coldneſs, diſdain and difficulties ; none but fools 
would marry, all perſons of common. prudence 
would dread the drawing that knot cloſe, Which 
ties a month's delight to an age of diſquietudes 
and mourning. Love is doubtleſs a reſtlefs and im- 
Patient Paſſion, when unſatisfied z but, Y 


OP les and * to diſſolve 


a thing indifferent, and being ſo, there's no das . 
mage done, whether it does the one or the other; 
but a load of hateful conſtraint lying updn it, is 


more likely to cruſh it to death, than to wedge it 


into the parties who feel the unealineſs 0 _ baun, Aan 
: Thar: oppreſſes them. e n king” 


People of common prudence ill: its As common 
prudenes dire&s them in all common affairs; but 
prudent or not they muſt be under one common 
confinement; and from this is, expected to ariſe a 


common good! The fame argument will as well 


prove that, in a kingdom where the ſubjects are 


made ſlaves by ſuperior power, and impoveriſn'd 


by the authority of law, their [rebellious tempers 
will ſubſide, and they will become eaſy in thraldom, 
which otherwiſe would enflame into the moſt dead- 


1y rebellion, were they indulged or under the pro- 


ſpect of an eaſy ſucceſs: Therefore ſlavery is ra- 


ther to be choſen 1 5 liberty, as "ther! moe! happy. 
b ſtate. e 
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If the common co! 
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98 6 1 hs age. or nation; „and therefore 8. not the 
natural conſequence. * the. liberty. of divorce, | 
Bot does experience; tell us, that, we. live happier 

EE. married ſtate, than thoſe have done and 40 
8 where this liberty has been and is allowed? Cl 


| et A focal ay in ere of Klee — 
take care not a> plunge prong into N a „ 
as becoming unhappy, is incurable; nor bedrawn 
had ſtone; Weis p conſequences; nor be deluded . 
into a ſtate of real ſorrow, irremediable, to avoid 
an 4 Rate of fin ; But be aſſured, that ho- 
_ neſt minds cannot ſin z and What does not injure 


.. with, At all times indeed a prudential conduct 
is neceflary, and 2 good Character is valuable; . 
a conformity to ſome cuſtoms to preſervę the Jat- 
ter, is ſometimes the occaſion of its being ſacrificed, 
experience has told me ſo. Tho! a a. good name 

ter than life, in vain we expect to Preſerve it 
5 miſery from infamy, be it e upon us ever 
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means of irre. 
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. baly faid to be the effect of ſin, yet in this caſe 
mei and women are made miſerable; to prevent 


i them from fianing. like whip pping a boy to pre- 
vent him from robbitig an vtctiard Tide? he 


either has no diſpolition of doing, br whipping 
him prompts him to do. 1 cannot think It is 4 
man's duty to run the hazard of being miſtrable, 
he can prevent it; therefore I cannot think ky 
man duty to bring it on himſelf by marrimongy = 
or mutilate himſelf to avold it; yet, in my opint-. 
on, an honeſt and conſtant na ature finds che moſt EOS 
real and durable happineſs. 
N Wi fociety of Gelee mates by: muütüal agree- 1 
. maj is preferable to any other ſtate, al natural 
on 


y is to that of honefty. by conſtraint.” Tj} | 


the liberty of divorce is granted by law, if you 
axe in a ffate of life which enables you te bear rhe 
charge of a family, where's che crime to take the 
woman you love upon ſuch conditions as. bork. 
agree to. If hs agree to meet or pay wk has 
_ the law to do wich it? The ceremony may Jia 
and often has jolq d thoſe not fit to be join'd, h⁰§ƷW 
Eo 7.058 not hature joins. The form of mar- 
be, where the pie is not; hut fuch ae 
4 000 5 93 "Tis like be dead barying their dead, 
or the form of godlines without the powtr of 1 
From which we ate commanded to turn away, 
Where the ſpirie of log and fincerity is, chere is 
duet marri 15 without the form, than the fotm 
without che ſpirit 5 the ont are alive to enjo * 
"the other 71 to ir while they live. But thoſe. 
that nature Joins in conſtant affection, God 1 
and whether with form or without, no man dught 
to ſeparate, them. Tho“ theſe ate man and Wife 
"wich the form or without, yet bettet, without, that, 
en fe by laid on good nature, but Wat 
the n 6 of things e that man's 
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and an evil 455 from the 


to infelicity, from good to evil, let the hands of 


evil be broken; for living tot ether in n, is liy. 
ing i in adultery, or worſe: For now only force 


oins them, and ſometimes luſt, not joy e. If luſt 
1 the only joining cauſe, they are no more pe 
fleſh; than a man and hjs harlot js, who are joinec 


ought to part, and ſeek elſewhere 1 in a-ſex Aarate 5 
We not that ba, beit z together. Cane ot e 
200 ieh, Ye 


| _ of each other, in ſuitable. circumſtauces, 


| +þur. got any. man for any woman, is alſo plain; be- 


| -becperacularly affectec 
more than With another; and then alt moſt be 
- made. alike both in body and mind: But ſeeing 


concord and diſcord in the general. nature of the 
human kind and ſex; therefore love teaches a man 


10 diſtinguiſh one from . many, and to know the ; 


_ pleaſure of fixing his affeRions on a. fingle object, 


4 7 in her the delights of the whole TeX, - 
Happineſs 1 is found to take up its abode only 
With thoſe, whoſe agreeable diſpoſitions, Tegularity 
- . of cohduct, conſtancy of temper, and ability of - 
. circumſtances are fitly prepared for its reception 
A and entertainment; which is expected, but rarel 
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eines as not Gat? joining "Be if gag. or 
3 love ne ip thoſe that are gone 1 from him, 
- Fora ſeize the man or - 
| , woman, as i did king Saul; fo that their nature 
I now chang d, alters their condition from felicity 


by the ſame cauſe; and when the cauſe is the ſame, 
—— will be the ſame. Therefore theſe 


That man 72 woman were 2 7 "the « en- : 
de reaſon and fitneſs of things ſenſibly. diſcover ; 
we, if all were equal, chere could be no choice 


of one, nor exception 8 another, none could 
or diſafected with, one 


there is infinite variety, there are infinite cauſes of 


e in an — . ö married Nate. . 
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f two fer aye married according to! law 
. unequal their fortunes or ranł in life e 


before marriage, it throws them ſo much en a Jg 
vel, that all gratitude ſdon \vaniſhewi fram the 
meaner, whoſe circumſtances are raiſed thereby, 
tho obli | 
other; 
other with" in ratitude an Ae | 
, tho" it wayall:thit one could delirg ay 
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__ - acquainted' with a you 
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got the fayour of 4 N g. Widow of-thiee: thou- 
une, act he was 
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- Withdur the ceremony, both parties 1 3 | 
on fortune: A woman's , Property, unleſs ſhe - 
give it away by marriage, is her own; ber man 
bas a right to ſpend uo more of it than ſhe 
pleaſes; ; but when married, ſhe muſt ſpend no 
more than he pleaſes, Suppoſe: a man and u- 
22 after ſome time living together, find reaſon 
. their own 1 hands, not having parted with their na- 
Tural right by ceremonious complaiſancy 4 . what 
A the woman: afterwards worſe than a widow? If 
me is in 8 s, ſhe may more eaſily 
Procure herſelf a man to her liking; than a 
1 and more eaſily too preſerve her ſub- 
nee and her perſon from ruin and ill uſage, than 
Ii le gave the man all ſhe had by ceremonious 
nion, for fear ſhe ſhould be guilty of liv- 
in adultery, I knew a man and woman Who 
E together, and were thought to be legal · 
I married. The ſubſtance with which they trad- 
was thewoman's, the man proved extravagant, 
anch of il oonduct in buſineſs; ſo that they were in 
a fair way to ruin, when neceſſity obliged the wo- 
man to declare herſelf unmarried: She turn'd off 
her man, and fav'd the remainder of her ſubſtance, 
Wich which the carried on buſineſs with ſucceſs, and 
ſoon after got another mate, who is à prudent 
man, mw whether married or no they live happi- 
A woman's dependence upon what | 
is her own when, | it is ſufficient, is better than a de- 
| ence on the res, aſure of a man Wo 
| Ea ſanRified huft for that reaſon may 
pleaſes be a fancdiged villain. Many are the 
caſes which ſhew the parties had better cohabit un- 
bound. "thar the party aggrieved may be able to 


redreſi the condition by a ſeparation, than ſubmit 


to à condition that admits of no redreſ Nature 
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: and inherit 3 legitimate. Soithat (lars thrwag- | 


¶ contend not for tlie liberty bf mens hauing more 


wives than, one, or of having \contubines;:mhich T 
take to be miſtreſſes to ce dued men; far ſuchithey ap- 


pear in the Scripture tobe; but for the free ci 


ment of virtuous love, and for! the free diſſolution 
ol it when it is otherwiſe. n mid 03 dard rl 2» 
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gs But ling once that by; 10 the wide nou Bonns, 
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* may imagine fer hs ta be, ſhe is ſecurely mi- 
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8 php an affeRtion ny A ro leaſe 9 4 
good diſpoſition is ſanctity. As long ag one can 


engage the other's affections (which it: is their mu- 
mal > cdoſts to do, 8 live together; both are le- | 


cure og Px; 71 when that fails to be done 
— l . ode ſecurity the woman 


ſerable; for two perſons. to be enabled or obliged 
to live together in ſpite of each other, is uncam- 


fortable living: But this is eaſy. to be prevented VF 


by entring into ſuch contracts only as the, contrac - 
tors may be able to perform: Conſider, What does 


marriage do, but lay an obligation to keep a co- 


venant without giving nature any ability to do it. 


Ti like the conſecration of Prieſt craft, wh ich pre- 


tends to put holineſs into earth and ſtones, that 
never had any, nor ever can have. It calls marriage 


holy, but adds no holineſs to it; like that of mak- 


ing holy water for baptizing 4 child, which, only. 
wets the infant, but neither makes the Water 
nor tbe child holier than before. It gives not 
the leaſt; ability te love or honeſty, and yet binds 
to the practice of both: But love and honeſty are 


the offspring of nature and liberty, not of art and 
confinement; thoſe that have them not in a ſtate 
of freedom, will not have them in a ſtate of bond- 
age, no more chan ſueh as neceſſity produces, the 


appearance without the reality, the dead carcaſe 
without the living ſoul. Love or affection are the 


ſoul of enjoy ment, without this, all. is LOGAN. 


ang unſatisfactory, i; xt 
\ Wedlockywhich is a lock . opened to 


let the unwary in, and in which ſtate the wiſeſt 
and ſtrangeſt men find no opening but in death to 
get out, ſeems to be ſg, ordained to diſcourage 


marriage entirely by thoſe: religious phlegmatic £ 


__ wha dan a my life a ſanctified; and 


e 8 marriage 


1 (76). 
3 marriage an unſanctifiedd ſtate, at deſtratherits: be 
_ - tolerated than encoufaged, as we read 1 Cor. vii. 
It is good for a min not tu touch a woman 5; newer. N 
aſe. to avoid fornication, let every man baue his. 
_ own. wife, and every woman” ber own” -buftand.' © 
ſeems t6'me by theſe words, as if it was good for 1 
married perſons not to touch another, only to 4 
avoid fornication they were perm itted ; as if it was | 
an unholy thing to make uſe of the ſenſe of feeling: 
- And*tis likely many parſons if they had not a car. 
nal, feeling W or could ſubdue it more than 
others, would condemm it ſtill, for they have but 
little knowledge of human nature. The ſame A. 
poſtolic batchelor gives his jadgment thus: Tb i 
the untarried and widows, I ſay, it il good for To 
them if they abide even as I. Hut if - they cannot 
contain, let them marry, for it is belt Us marry, 
Iban to burn. But, like other men, he was not 
always in one mood as to theſe things. At another 
time, he adviſes tbe huſband to give to the wife all 
dus benevolence 3 but that might be when he was | 
either in a more. ſanguine'mood, or after his mar. N, 
ried female diſciples had complained of the want 
of carnal love in their believing huſbands, ad _ 
murmur'd that a aid ware” in Ju een bh 
mineftration. 5 W 
A man and woman who 8 hvingly and bo- 
neftly to each other, can never accuſe themſelves 
of either fornication or adultery it is juſt and in- 
nocent in the nature of the thing to any feaſonabſe 
conſcience, they may very well anſwer it to the ſpi- 
ritual court within their own pure and  uncorrupted | 
minds and judgments ; but if their conſeience be 
governed and irected by another ſpiritual court, 
. whoſe pms judgment is direfted by intereſt; 
they will judge it to be. as they are directed to * 
05 Zo 25 which will certainly be what ſuits the inter- 
: * 1 * court to 1 it. But if honeſty o 
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A affeftion: beithe: motiy 
tions, and our rule to judge of them, then all na- 


tural impulſes conducted by ſuch moti vts, are pure, 

good, right, and fit to be done; nor is there. any 
evil in ſuch actions, whatever may be: the unfore- 

udgwent of 


ſeen conſequence, or the cenſorio 


| * ſtupid ĩgnorance and perverſe, prejudice and who 


* 


can help people's wrong notions of things; - They 
that don't go to church are deem d Schiſmatics, 
and thoſe that don't believe as the chutch 


believes 
are called Heretics; but what are any of them the 
worſe for that, ſince honeſty is not limited to or- 
thodoxy. True courage, which a right conſcience 
helps to procure, is requiſite to daſh impudence. 
How in the nature of things can that man and 
woman be adulterers, that are conſtant and ho- 
neſt to themſelves ? Or how can their children be 
baſtards, who are the offspring of a faithful couple? 


There are many, married Whores and whoremon- 1 


Sers, and nn baſtargs: are born in wedlock. 


I the oe faces he. . viz. the 9. | 


l of ſociety and poſterity, where? 'the piety in 
contending for a ſuperſtitious ceremony? And 


where's the virtue of it, when a ſham or ſcoundrel 


parſon at the Fleet ſhall- ſo bind the holy nooſe, 


that the greateſt unholineſs cannot diffolve it. 
If this agree with national piety, what ſort of 
piety is that which ſuch impious wretches have 


redreſs? Certainly the Apoſtles ſaid right, If tbe _ 
caſe: be thus between a man and bis wife, it 1s not 
But the caſe was well 
before it was made bad by eee _ 


performed to ain the of thouſands, without any 


good K a man to marry. 
enoug 
"_ of divorce. 
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I am 
granted * act of partiamhenc at reaſonable, rates, 
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fees or ſines diſcreetl managed and well apply*c 
it might in time bring in ſufficient to diſcharge 
[3 debts of the nation: But as the 3 
has given to prieſts the benefits of marri 
permitted them to marry,” wighout 1 


- 
FR 
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| ried people would be in an unſanctify'd ſtate: So 
I Villingiy acquieſce, if the ſuperior powers pleaſe 
do give parſons the benefits of divorces, not doubt- 
| ing but then they would plead as heartil y: b- 
| | 
| OO <.1 27 anole: by 

_—_ fag 


* 


— 
8 


\ 
* 
0 > 
{ 
* 
* i ” 
2 6 ; . 4 p< F 1 1 * * 1 2 5 l 
1 8 li 4 Pp C 4 A 1 I 1 JAR ih W's 1 . 1 5 — ry 
WEL oor ey. 7 0% , % . ( ĩ . ĩ SOey TIO 
6 = P. . * 48 4 n =Þ 4 3 „„ 4, 4 we e 
£ < 4 
: * EX * * 
8 4 # p ©: þ 7 5 
N u — 2 "ol Ef 5 * r 3 * 1 * £Y © 27 4 ? Srl a, 
£4 4 . wy - 5 5 : 3 
F JJ 8 £ „„ —· * 6 Ps He he SO Es the ( ( RS. Fo 
1 ry bl 5 4 — oy { 
F $ * o * x 
. 
. * i 
F* 1 * 


* 


3 


n be determi 
on E 0 1 5 e 


5 5 E. may not il, to, do it u 


3 


Prin 97% 4 e Nad TAL N * * ol Ka bo! (}: KJ 


250 Sl Aub ps III. ul oh N 


n 1 $$ £11908 | 107) 1501 


18 2 eee IO 2 11 
VIA 4 7 16 U BL 10 ** "IE ING. bo 
Sunne J. Pri 3; 997 2 17 1 TY 


zal ai zi zelt gain 


85 G0 ae peut are 10158 fl. cn 8 
AT. .con/equence, of actions; in the diſtinguiſhing 
ich, we are to. uſe reaſon. in;gayer! ang our aps 
Yr Ae tions and paſſions z not Jn 
nel ing thera, (as the notion. of 
« ucking 15 m. 2 17 channe 
mi 


ion and, a ons, are t Prin 97 e to 
Fat AN them is to deſtroy A Ki ha 12 18 


can be productive of, and 4 life fel o fe- 


de theſe, and: ere pen. fo.taaGh. a pre- 
t bad conſequences, £o.themlelyes, Goch ocker 
v9 mich ang e ia hy 02969 
4 ect ary. lo. ©. dig pro 
an der and de Hun 9 1 % e ad 7 0 


2 1 


$ 40 80 4585 NE 21,9431 15: 8 
Peine 0 0 No: 5 | 


by AY 1 varie i 


vary With i 
b 


is murder 
2 to 95 0 0 or an enemy in 1 8g law; fa 
1 8 de ia ea and drink, unleſs we do it 10 
ff @ ur Ho 135 or den the proper 
72 her ot £2 Hurt th ,oth ers. 9.7 | | 
xing imited to t ture © Make 
F necds be, tha t actions ? PH 2 injurious | 
„ to 


6 


* 


5 7 good of 0 700 r Te af 


(6 _ 
to none of the human 'ſpecies, and neceſfary to be 
- becau ſe the nature of man requires it, arm | 
8 Face The a#ion is not evil, which Has nee 
E ces, whatever the rb was that bes 
ee. it. By their fruits you ſhall know them, 
What does not injure man, canndt diſpleaſe God: 
For God governs man by laws, for the good man: 
God himſelf is nut benefited or injur'd 
thing that is in the power of man to do; LEY 
_ man, God Fe 


OE _ 


ves all things. 
"Natural a pe tes that excite to the prop 110 
and preſervation 'of human life, are not in their na 
aire evi to man. Copulation is not an evil"in 1 
ture; but in ſuch circumſtances 4s are attepde 
with — 5 eniency, and ſome natural bad con 5 


. in body W as in theſe” three'pa 
u 4-4 ME — 2. 
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1 We tet b aue Btneſs in * bot 
parts, nature forbifls* to Join wh er thing 
1557. 148 jedes for it is co 
' tyurys often of pleaſure And gin nctng ain 1 5 
Bee may be b unnaturally bound together, by 

' ſacred 85 and ſo dilagreeably fitted for thi 

enjoyment. of each bther. WOOD 
2. I When there is a n reluBance of. dal 
4 comph with the diſpoſition” of the other, 
tis a prohi ition of nature, Whatever is done 
by 'one, 87 to the will of the other, or not 
without full conſent of both, marrs the felicity of 
enjoy ment; and i arrended, with ſorrow and grief 
on one nice, as well as compunction and regret o 
| = other, in a temper poffeſsd of bumunity ” Fe 
5 — thing ny ho 0 15. 5 75 ony, marken 
2, and not its r apes are © 
moſt brutal natiire, and ; 3: 4 e ſeyereſt p 1 . 
ment. To force à virzin, ſhould be etter cms 
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2. crime equal to robbing a houſe. F orced mare 


riages againſt the good will of both parties, is diſe 


agreeable ; it is an evil that produces laſt ing ſor- 


row and unhappineſs; the yoking together adverſe 


natures, nature forbids. There ſhould be a fitneſs 


. By diſhonourable ſolicitation, da at in. 


Pa and falſe promiſes, to debauch a mind 


to an action, the natural conſequence of which is 
injury and repentance, is alſo criminal. To de- 
flour a virgin under pretence of marriage, and a- 
bandon her, is a fraud and knavery; and is natu- 


rally productive of ill effects. The intrinſic va - 
lue of a maidenhead, tho? nothing in itſelf, is to 
be eſteemed accordin 5 its current value in the 

and the conſequence of its 


eſtimation of huſban 
loſs to the young woman's future felicity, and per- 
haps not hers alone. This makes it evil, enhances 
the crime, and ſhews the iniquity of the fraud; 
which might be leſs fatal, if divorces were allow d: 
For it would not then be productive of ſuch evil 


* wars, and mind to action, to make it fir and a- 


conſequences. To tempt a virgin, or a virtuous 


matron, to tranſgreſs the laws of chaſtiry and con 


ſtancy, is not leſs a crime than defrauding one of 


his property by artful and deceitful infinuations 3 


as it tends to ſpoil the reputation and fortune of the 
one in marriage, or if ſhe be afterwards married, 
may render her leſs valued and beloved by her 
huſband ; and to diſengage the affections of the 
other from her loving huſband : By debauching a * 


chaſte mind, ſhe is rendered leſs virtuous, and with 
her huſband made leſs happy than before, Beſides, 
tis a robbery to the huſband in the higheſt degree, 


to deprive him of what he moſtly values, viz. the 
tender affections of his wife: When that is the 


an | 


caſe, it is aloſs that can never be repaired, Some 
times to gratify one 757 's pleaſure, charge is 


"IT 


(83) 


brought on another, which the actor would be very 
much offended, was he in the huſband's caſe, to be 
ſo uſed. TR is doing by another, as a man would 
not willingly be done by; and! is therefore a moral 


evil. 


Theſe are 1 1 of the. injury r com 4 
mitted ; but the caſe is 4 75 where none are 


inured, and both parties are free, and pleaſed with 
each other's actions, and are under no engagements 


of reſtraint than their own nature and common 


prudence direct. I ſee no reaſon, why perſons that 
are at their own diſpoſal have not as much natu- 
ral right to diſpoſe of their own perſons according 
to Gem own pleaſure, as of their ſubſtance, in- 
come or eſtate, if the one be as much their pro- 


perty as the other : If it be not ſo, then people 5 
dare not for their ſouls ſake ſay their bodies are 
their own'; but if it be fo, it is not evident why . 


they ought to be puniſh'd for diſpoſing of them- 


ſelves as they pleaſe, eſpecially when matrimony, 


as it now is, is often worſe, or of more fatal conſe- 


- quence 3 nor will it ever be eſteemed honourable 


by thoſe that are unhappy, while che means of BP 
Pineſs are withheld. 


'Tis well known that in the atisfying every na- 


tural deſire of man, eſpecially thoſe that give the 
moſt delight, nature nceds a bridle not a ſpur; 


becauſe more are injur'd by too great freedom 


than reſtraint : Therefore prudence ſteers the mid- | 


dle way, and therefore reaſon is given to regulate 
our deſires; yet the moderate gratification of what 
nature makes neceſſary can be no crime, when the 
a roperty of none is invaded, and none are injured 
by it. Tis only the immoderate uſe of pleaſure, 
or ſeeking it to the detriment of others that makes 
it criminal 3 therefore this can bæ no reaſon to ule 


2 MUZZLE inſtead of a bridle, nor to make thoſe. 
5 i | actions 
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actions criminal that are the incitements of i cas . 


cent nature, which ſhe alone ripens man for, and 
conſtrains. his wil! to deſire ; and he cannot help 
defiring what ſhe fits him to enjoy, and which not 
nature but cuſtom makes criminal: For how can 
they be culpable of committing evil to others, who 


neither do nor intend any? And man or woman 
annot will evil to themſelves 3 for evil conſiſts in 
' Prief and pain. The gratification of every ſenſe 


contributes to the pleaſure of life or man's well- 
being, and every ſenſe was given to man for that 
end, to be enjoyed within the bounds of reaſon, in 
proper circumſtances; and thoſe circumſtances are 
proper and reaſonable, that are by joint conſent, 
and hurtful to none. Pleaſures enjoyed and com- 
municated prudently within natural and reaſonable 
| bounds; and with neceſſary regard to health and 
ſubſtance, ſo as not to be attended with the appre- 
henſion of guilt, or the fear of after-pain, are en- 
joyed with ſatisfaction, What makes pleaſure the 
greater to an honeſt mind, is to be ſatisfied with 
reaſon how it may be enjoyed ſo as not to diſturb 
the mind's felicity by ſelf-accuſation or after-re- 


flections: For the pleaſures of ſenſe are marr'd, if 


the fruition is not with a full ſatisfaction of mind, 
which a good underſtanding and a prudent con- 
duct are always neceſſary to promote. 

As to eat to ſatisfy hunger, makes not the ac- 
tion evil; for were it not for this, men would have 


no deſire to eat, nor find pleaſure in eating, conſe- 
quently could not eat at all; ſo the gratification 


of carnal Juſt to the injury of none, is no evil; nor 
15 the Juſt or deſire itſelf, for were it not for that, 
(to which nature has join'd love to the object to in- 
force it) all procreation and the pleaſures and vir- 

tues of a ſocial life and family relations would be 
at an end: Therefore, barely to look on a woman 
to 1 e Wn, a ſome other explanatory 


M2... + —_ 


| » Words, is not committing adultery in heart : *Tis not 


an evil, becauſe unavoidable, and ſometimes neceſ. . 


fary. If carnal luſt be in itſelf an evil motive, it 


muſt be ſo at all times, or in all caſes, and conſe- 
quently is fo in a married ſtate; for in this caſe. 


marriage don't change the motive to the action; if 


it did, it would either be not done at all, or be very 
Ill done. It is not evil to gtatify the natural Juſts © 
of ſenſe, by which life and being are ſupported 


and propagated ; but to do it to the prejudice of 
Others, Where neither party injure each other, 
but a man's natural appetite is fatisfy*d by the uſe 
of an obliging courtezan, if he is under no legal 


ties to another that ought in reaſon to reſtrain him, 


but pleaſure is mutually given and received, I 


cannot ſee any evil to be in the action more than 
in the deſire; which deſires being infus'd by na- 
ture for the good of man, vigorous in the beſt, and 


- unavoidable in all in whom they are, which man's 
will or wiſdom cannot prevent, are not evil; tho? 


' thro? the miſt of falſe divinity they be made to 


appear, and be accounted ſo. *Tis the forbidding 
it, makes it criminal, or rather to be eſteemed as 
ſuch: For this deſire does not ariſe from a vici- 
ous and corrupted mind, but is the genuine eff- 


ſpring of pure nature in the pureſt minds. The 


defire of mutual enjoyment 1s natural to maturity, 
health, and an uncorrupted and vigorous conſtitu- 


tion. Are men to crucify theſe common diſpo- 


ſitions given them of God as temptations to evil, 
which invite them to participate of the ſatisfaction 
their nature requires, and circumſtances afford; 
which are the moſt diſtant from ill nature of any 
deſire in man, when guarded from all injurious in- 
tentions? . „ 

Hille that cannot refrain, let bim marry, is the pre- 
cept: But there are many precepts from the ſame 
authority, that have wanted much amendment in 


practice. When precepts of virtue are ſtrained 


to 


p 


I 


4 
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__ high, they are either impraQicable or become 


vicious in their conſequences, © All men who can- 
not refrain, are not proper ſubjects of 'matrimony. 
If ſuch marry as are unable to provide for their 
offspring, they make themſelves and their offspring 
miſerable. To ſay another may refrain becauſe I 
can, or think I can, is to meaſure every man's na- 
ture by my own, or by my own imaginations z 
which is certainly the effect of ignorance, and has 
been the cauſe of impracticable laws and ſevereſt 
cenſures ; not leſs ſtupid than to ſuppoſe all man- 
kind can believe one and the ſame inevident 


poſition that is propos*d to them. The natures of 


men are ſo very different, that what one man can 


do, another cannot; and he muſt be very ignorant 


of human nature, who does not know that every 
different man has a different ability. The not 
duly regarding this, occaſions erroneous opinions 
of good and evil, bad laws and government. If 
every man and woman cannot refrain who are not 
in proper circumſtances of marrying, then ſome 


indulgence for theſe ſhould be found out and 


granted, 

If perſons in a eobdition of life ncapablgt to 
bring up their offspring, were aſſiſted by the public 
in bringing them up, this objection would be re- 


moved. When inability in wealth is the only un- 
qualifying circumſtance, to help and aſſiſt their 
wants by public charity, is a public good; ris give 


Ing proper encouragement, .and doing juſt honour 
to matrimony. To ſuccour the children of un- 
fortunate parents, when born in or out of wetlock, 
is certainly a public good to children, as well as 
to their parents, who are afraid or aſhamed to own 
them, Since no age of the world could prevent 
an unfortunate offspring, the beſt thing that ap- 
pears at preſent neceſſary to remedy this, is to 
give fuch encouragement to the F Foundling Hoſpi- 
aal, 


tal, as may enable them to bring up the infants 
ſent: thither for the ſervice of the public, which 
may be a means to ſave the lives of thouſands: 
Or, overſeers of the poor ſhould be obliged to 
take care of all ſuch children as are ſent them, 
* enquiring after or puniſhing the mothers 
f them for not being able to maintain them. This 
ſort of charity ſhould be ſupported by the batche- 
lors and widowers of Great-Britain who have no 
children, that thoſe who do not marry for fear of 
charges, may have the leſs objection againſt it on 
that account. This is taking a neceflary care of 
poſterity, and rendering. them uſeful to ſociery, _ 
They that cannot contain, are directed to marry, 
becauſe tis better to mr than io burn, But what i, 
if by their nature and circumſtances, it is not pro- 
per for them to marry, and yet they cannot help 
burning; nor, if married, will the burning ceaſe; 
for tho* ſome can contain themſelves without mar- 
rying, others cannot with. Thoſe that marry 
ſhould have. diſpoſitions. peculiarly fitted for that 
ſtate, theſe make it honourable indeed; thoſe that 
have not, make it diſhonourable and unhappy, = D 
As perſons are differently diſpoſed by nature, which 
can never be eradicated, they will purſue different 
ways, and different ſorts of happineſs. *Tis con- 
trary to nature and the deſign of providence, that 
all ſhould be regulated by one method, they can 
no more be brought to one practice, than they 
can all embrace the ſame articles of faith, Ce. 
tain it is, that there are ſome diſpoſitions which 
cannot refrain, and as certain I think it is, that 
. there are ſome that ought not to marry z not only 
thoſe who are not in circumſtances of taking care 
of a family, but alſo ſuch whoſe natures are not 
ſuited to that ſtate: As iſt, the intemperate, whoſe 
libidinous nature one to one is not ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy.z nor, 2dly, thoſe turbulent tempers who can 
39 | $ | „„ „% Man 
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deither long enjoy peace themſelves, nor ſuffer 
peace to be long enjoy'd where they are. 3dly, 
Perſons of unſtable temper are not fit to be mar- 
ried; the inconſtant being never pleaſed with any 
thing long, cannot be long happy, nor make their 
mates ſo. Athly, And perſons without natural af- 


3 


fection are not proper ſubjefts of matrimony 1 


where this is wanting, the natural duties incum- 
bent on married folk to perform towards each o- 
ther, can not be diſcharged. Such tempers are 


the cauſe of much infelicity in wedlock. If an 


office be required of perſons unqualified for the 
performance of it, *tis an unfit undertaking; ſuch 
ought either not to be put into that office, or. be- 
ing in it, to be diſcharged from ir, or at liberty 
to leave it. Therefore that ſome are not fitly 
qualified to marry, yet by nature are ripe for en- 
joyment, needs, I ſuppoſe, no further proof. 'Tho® 

the reſtraining this Juſt is not deſtructive of our 
own exiſtence, as not eating and drinking is; Þ 
becauſe it is deſtructive of the exiſtence of poſte- 
rity, the deſire of ſatisfying the inclination of the 
former is not leſs ſtrong than the deſire of ſatisfy- 


ing that of the latter, in moſt conſtitutions. 80 


very ſtimulating, is the itch of coition, that men 
and women run all hazards to enjoy what nature 
vigorouſly prompts them to; ſo that neither the 
fears of ſhame, nor diſgrace, penance, puniſh- 
ment, fines, poverty nor death, nor yet the belief 
of eternal damnation, can prevent even the righ- 

teous, as well as the profane, from this pleaſing 
trangreſſion. So that no laws nor combinations 


of men for reforming others (made mad by abſurd 


notions of religion) have ever been able to put a 
ſtop to it; becauſe it has its root in the ſtrength 
and perfection of the human conſtitution and ani. 


mal life; thergfore tis impoſſible to root it out, or 


to 


* 
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to prevent thoſe effects which have their cauſe in 
nature. „ „„ 5 8 
Many actions are not evil in the nature of things, 
which are evil by the laws of every country; and 


the reaſon is, becauſe no country makes the nature 


of things the univerſal ſtandard of law, as they 
yeht to do; and they do it not, becauſe it ſuits 
the imereſts of thoſe that have an influence in 

making thoſe laws, to act contrary to nature's laws 
or. the dictates of pure nature: Or elſe it is owing 
to the ignorance of the legiſtators, in not rightly 


underſtanding the exigency of things and human 


nature. When this is the caſe, and injurious laws 


are cſtabliſhed, the impoſition or iniquity becomes | 


faſhionable, and gives it a ſanction; and then he 
that breaks ſuch arbitrary laws, ſhall be deemed as 


great a ſinner, as if he perverts the eternal laws of 


right and wrong, tho? it be in caſes where there is 


10 fin, and which gives offence to none, but thoſe 


| Whoſe, bigotry, - ignorance or hypocritical virtue 


which they cannot keep if they would, and which 


therefore they never do when a ſecret agreeable 
temptation and private opportunity offers. Nay, - 


for fear of having their actions made public, they 
debauch the virtuous, Thus, tinker-Jlike, by en- 
deavouring to ſtop the leakineſs of human nature 


in one reſpect, they make it greater in another, and 
render it more incurable, To fave their own re- 
putations, they lay the foundation of private de- 


bauchery : For concealing nature does not alter it. 


If any object, that the indulgence of public whor- | 


ing will tend to the corrupting young men, this I 


think has little of argument in it ; for when their . 


bodies are ripe for action, their minds are, and if 
nature has not vent one way it will find it by an- 


other. The moſt modeſt youths that debar them. 


ſelves of the natural means of diſcharging the re- 
7 e dundancy 


C 
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dundancy which nature forms, find other. means 
of doing it, called in theſe days Onaniſin; a prac- 
tice not ſo natural, healthy os laudable, as that of 
ſpending their rage on thoſe who being free from 
diſtemper are ready prepared to receive them, and 
to cool their courage. The indulgence therefore 
of public whoring well regulated, will be found to 
be a public benefit, for when it is ſuppreſs d the 
— +5 will prevail, and for that reaſon privte 
whores will be moſt againſt the permiſſion of it; 
therefore all means taken by ſeverities totally. to 
prevent it, makes it worſe. When a woman is 
once become a public whore, ſhe has no expecta- 
tion of getting a huſband, and yet has the ſame 
deſires towards man as honeft women that haye 
huſbands 3 and woe to the man that marries a pri- 
vate whore. What way can you puniſh harlots 
that can reform them? If the diſpoſition be in na- 
ture, there is no way but depriving them of na- 
tural life. This will be as impolitic as drowning 
the world was for it heretofore (ſuppoſed by the 
judgment of ſacred writers to be done for thar 
cauſe); for as ſoon as the earth was delivered of its 
weight of water mankind grew, as ſoon as the 
"could grow, as bad as before. Suppoſe all the 
naughty people in this iſland were hanged or tranſ- 
Ported out of it this day, by to-morrow morning 
there would be more; they would every day ſprout 
like muſhrooms, ks there was health and | 
ſtrength and human nature remaining. If it 
was poſſible it could come to a ſtop here, people 
from other countries would come over; and thoſe 
few honeſt people chat remained having no bold 
ſpirited rogues to defend them, would be deſtroyed 
for their ſobriety, as they had deſtroyed others for 
their wantonneſs; for God no more protects fools 
than ſinners. Carnal luſt is an [itch in young 


blood abounding, 1 Es 19 and, vigaur, * 


'F: 
tA. 


<< 900) 


n remedies but ſuch as fickneſs, old age and death 
can effectually cure. Marriage is preſcribed as 4 
remedy, but tis often but a palliative one, and 
bo cure is frequently worſe than the diſeaſe ; there 
fore young men are afraid to apply it, and married 
poop! ple when not pleaſed with their mates apply it 
vain, Thoſe that are ſingle dread the remedy, 
and thoſe that are married for the moſt part hate 
It; becauſe ris a remedy that allows of no remedy, 
ti. cauſes more miſchief than it cures, and will do 
1 io as long as it is, for better for. worſe till death 
5 parts. This ſort of marrying therefore gives 
cauſe to whoring; for who had not rather do an 
evil they can repent of and mend, than do an evil a 
they can never mend tho they conſtantly repent of 
it? The beſt cure for whoring; is to grant ſome 
_ reaſonable liberty, that 2 upon trying and 
diſliking may part as eaſily as they came together. 
Tho? this may not perhaps abſolutely and effectu- 
ally prevent whoring, yet it will be found to do it 
U believe) the moſt effectually it can be done; then 
tdttere might be more reaſon Sims penal laws in 
"Execution againſt It.” And there would be good | 
| _ Yeafon to do it, if proper huſbands could be found 
for all the wanton women, and not only wives for 
poor fellows that want them, but their families 
taken care of whd are ſcarce able to take care of 
themſelves: Or, if parſons by Preaching could 
change and reſtrain the exuberance of man's nature. 
\ Until theſe things are done, there is no proper cure 
for the malady complained of. But while God 
ves to men and women ſuch ſtrong and vigorous 
1 as they have, they will incline as they 
do one towards another. For as the powers of na: 
ttre act mechanically on inanimate bodies, ſo do 
_ he powers of human nature (the paſſions, appetites 
or diſpoſitions) actuate the human body, as oppor- 
*tunitics or external citcumſtances permit or invite. 


Alk actions ſhold be regulated by reaſon in ſuch 
ſort as the nature of actions require. Give to na- 
tural uſe what nature requires: What is God or 
man” benefited by any unnatural reſtraint? Or, 
how injured, when no injury is done to any one? 
But, methinks; I hear it objected, Shall I take the 
mombers of Chriſti and mate them the members of an 
harlot ? God forbid J. But ſometimes harlots are the 
members of riſt; for he told the Phariſees, that 
ſuch ſhould go into the kingdom of heaven before 
 7hem, for they believed in him, Mar, xxi. 31, 32. 
And as many a harlot therefore may be a member 
of Chriſt, who was a friend to publicans and ſin- 
ners, in this caſe tis only joining one member of 
Cbriſt to another, and they'l] be equally ſanctified. 
But if be that is joined to the Lord is one ſpirit, 
1 Cor. vi. 17. then he that is joined to him is joined 
by a ſpiritual member; and if h tbat is joined to 
aà barlot is one Fleſh, ' as the ſame Apoſtle intimates, 
that: joining is by a carpal member, and ſo not by 
the ſame member by which he is Join'd to Chris; 
conſequently he does not take the members of 
.Chrift- and — them the members of an harlot ; 
but as Chrift admoniſhed, Give to Cæſar the things 
that"are Czſar*s, and io God the things that are 
Ged's; ſo he gives to the ſpirit the things that are 
ſpiritual, and to the fleſh the things that are fleſhly, 
To each its proper member. St. Paul ſeems to 
give the deviÞs things to the devil; 1 Cor. v. when 
he orders them to give the eh of the inceſtuous 
perſon to Satan, bat bis ſoul might be ſaved ; 
3 meaning perhaps, Let him fow his Wild oats, that 
his extravagant actions may bring him to repen- 
tance; perhaps, tis no great matter to us what 
he meant, but in particular it ſeems to be giving 
to Satan the things that are Satan's. It appears 
not to me to be any thing unnatural for a lover of 
OTOL eee lover of man. 
| . | The 
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Jor? ? It is by this means. there are ſo many 


A 92 5 2 
The firſt council of the Apoſtles ordered the 
noe Chriſtians #0. abftain from eating blood, and 
things ſtrangled, from things. offered to idols, and 
from fornication. Theſe were injoined as ceremo- 
nious laws, and as ſuch the breaking any one of 
them is only breaking thro? a ceremony. If all 


are upon an equal foot, then fornication is no more 


criminal than eating a ſtrangled pullet or black 
pudding. The difference ſeems only to be as the 
conſcquences make it: For St. Paul eſteems eat- 
ing bings offered to idols as no crime in itſelf, but 
in the conſequence that may ariſe from it by giv- 
ing offence to a weak brother. So judge of other 


I things then forbidden. There are actions Jawful : 


in the nature of things, that are not expedient... 8 
rs that cannot refrain let him marry, is not a Fit 

+ ' precept to thoſe that are not in a condition to pro- 
vide for a family; or are ſo far from being in a 
capacity to do it, that they are little able to take 


care of themſelves, unleſs public charity would 
take care of their children. If this was done, 
many would be brought up that now periſh, and 
would in a, great manner prevent whoring. I 
think it is no man's duty to enter into any contract, 


that he is not capable of performing. Marriage 


or r cohabitation. I is a ſtate that requires a ſettlement. 


e therefore that is not ſettled in the world, nor 


| in a condition of ſettling himſelf, and marries or 
echabits as a huſband with a woman, or ventures 


upon the getting children to maintain, does, not 
well conſulr the happineſs of himſelf, his partner, 
nor of poſterity, which it is ſo much the duty of 
all men to take care of, that he who does not or 
cannot do, muſt be ſtung with compunction and 


regret, if he is nat inhuman. He cannot diſcharge 


that duty who is not in a condition to do it. Why 
" ſhould any man. enter into the. ſtate he is not fit 
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and mankind in general fo in provided for. There: 
fore to tolerate: whores, and to take care of their 
children at the public charge, would be a public 
benefit; unleſs the public would take care of all 
poor people's children, the better to encourage 
marriage as was mentioned juſt now, and to pre- 
vent the fears of young men's entering into that 
ſtate, allow of divorce for reaſonable and Juſt OC-- 
caſions, and make marrying and unmarrying to be 
per formed in the lame manner, and at the one 
3 elt 
If dealing with wablic women ba thought a fa 
againſt poſterity, by not promoting it; ſo is ma- 
trimony when ill, by ill promoting the good of 
poſterity : For family contentions ſpoil the educa- 
tion of children, whereby their nature becomes evil, 
Their manners deprav*d, and the morals of the 
Wen corrupted as much as by any other means. 
Ass for the /n of whoring, was it regulated fo 
as not to be injurious to ſociety, there would be 
none in it. What is no injury to man can be 
none to God. whoſe laws are all calculated for 
the good of man; he himſelf being compleatly 
perfect, can receive no benefit. or pleaſure, nor any 
degree of injury or diſpleaſure from human ac- 
tions. For to ſuppoſe the contrary, either the one 
or the other, is to imagine that the pleaſure of 
Sad or his happineſs depends on the will and plea- 
ſure of man, or on his obedience or diſobedĩence. 
And as to common women, no injury is done to 
them, by making uſe of them who are moſt fit 
for common uſe; their minds and bodies being 
already proſtitute, and ſo qualified by their func- 
tion, that preachers may ſpend their rhetorie, and 
ogicians their arguments in vain, for the conver- 
ion of thoſe that Sehuſe that kind of life, their na- 
tures are addicted to. And he does no injury to 
8 e * . uſe of them that receives none 
1 8 | from 


RE 
trom them, and only finds à diſcharge neceſfary 
for his health's ſake. Therefore tolerating and re- 
Sulating eourtezans by proper authority would 


convert a private evil to a public good. The leſs 


violence and: perſecution they are under, the leſs 
private diſhoneſty they will be guilty of, becauſe 
their neceſſities will be the leſs; for neceſſity often 
makes people act contrary to their natural diſpo- 
ſitions, and corrupts thoſe that might otherwiſe 
ſhine in virtue. A woman, becauſe ſhe is a har- 
lot, is not therefore neceſſarily a thief. Tis miſ- 
fortune or neceſſity that generally produces both. 
When whores find it their intereſt to be honeſt, 
they will be as honeſt as others. Beſides thoſe, 
that are by nature fit for this publie buſineſs, are 
not fit for wives; conſequently, by indulgingitheſe, 
there will be the leſs number of bad wives. If 
they would behave well, ſcarce any man will 
venture to take to wife one of theſe proſtitutes; 
fo that they who have begun it are under a neceſ- 
ſity of following on in the ſame courſe. For theſe 
are thoſe that either cannot contain, for if they 
could they would have done otherwiſe, or by other 
neceſſity were reduced to it; and as long as the ſame 
neceſſity holds, the conſequence will be the ſame, 
unleſs a new neceſſity of another kind ariſe to pre- 
Tis certain that a proſtitute is not a laudable 
employ, becauſe it is generally the effect of pover- 
ty; but *tis a tolerable one, becauſe better that 
than worſe; *tis an evil in human nature compared 
with the excellent union between one and one who 
dwell together in harmony; but *twill be found 
a neceſſary evil, if rightly underſtood,” permitted 
and uſed. As great a ſin as it is, poverty ſeems 
greater, for none but poor whores ſuffer” for their 
practice; therefore their ſuffering is not the effect 
of their crime, but of their poverty: Therefore 
PT | . diſtreſſing 


| diſtreſung W ow make them * 3 
becauſe it inereaſes their neceſſity, and makes che 
cauſe of proſtitution greater, and ſo reduces them 
to loving a worſe practice. 'Tis a neceſſary - 
evil, becauſe the toleration of theſe” is wer to 
Wray the chaſtity of others, and young men 

om everlaſting ruin by precipitate marriage which 
beter can be remedied, Therefore it would be 
well, if in every town at leaſt ſo many as are ſuf. 
ficient were permitted to abate. the fire of choſe 
that cannot contain, and yet may not be in pr oper 
condition to marry 3 and alſo to reduce to reaſon 
thoſe that are inclined to that fort of folly or madL 
neſs, and muſt have irreſiſtible vent. For nature 
ſupplies man with a plentiful ſtock” ef juice and 
ſpirits for pleaſure-ſake, more than ean be waſted 
for procreation. And it is no injury to 2 mail, 
when he comes to marry, to have enjoyed worth 
with moderation before; the we themſelves 

beine judges, - I Et, e 
I wonder theſe women have never thoug he & 
another method of making themſelves or thick pro- 
feſſion public, than that of patrolling the ſtreets, a 
very improper method which ſome think is too 
much in imitation of Satan, who is repreſented 
walking about ſeeking whom be may devour ; that 

they have never thought of hanging ſorerhing 

ſcarlet out at the window:of their lodgings,. in 
mitation of their great patroneſs Ranas, who 
hung out a ſcarlet line; it might be perhaps a rope 
covered with red cloth, Joſbua i li. 19775 21. 255 whb 
4s afterwards numbered among the Gaints, Hebrews 
Xi. 31. Or, if the is a houſe-keeper, the ſign f 
Mary Magdalene, is not an improper one, -whom 
holy church owns was a beautiful courtezan, and 
55. of the ag, 2 Eu of the Lor 0 
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. Public whoring MY proper. regulations, is 20 p 
neceſſary to a town, as a common place for hich | 


tion is neceſſary to every houſe, without which 

the houſe will ſoon be in a naſty pickle; and ſome 
can as eaſily bear to have the fore - door of their 
houſe ſhut up as their back-door. No violence or 


force can prevent a madneſs ſo natural to men and 
women. Whatever reformers may think, they 


always i more: miſchief by their Beleg. 120 5 


1 


* 


* are able to n. e, 


1 conclude wick a word pf; 8 firſt to young 


men. It is a hard matter to moſt to uſe moderation 
in the purſuit. of pleaſure, whereby many are ema- 


_ ciated and die young: But cis the part of the pru- 
| dent to follow a mean in all things. | Extremes 
will either mar your underſtanding, or your man» 
ners. The flame that burns fiercely, the ſooner 
conſumes its fuel. Pleaſure is to be uſed only. for 
the ſake of health and eaſe; which, becauſe. it is 
hard to bridle within juſt bounds; I apprehend, 


that moſt wiſe. men have required of you. a total 5 


reſtraint. He that can wholly abſtain, keeps him- 
ſelf out of danger, and has ſafety inſtead of plea- 

ſure, which often produces pain in its 1 
and there fore requires care and conduct to regulate. 


"Tis the greateſt prodigality to make a burnt-of- 


fering of yourſelves on Venus's altar. A body 
drain d of its juices, and macerated, makes a feeble 
old age. In all enjoyments *tis good to bewarę 
of exceſs, and not be captivated with the love of 
pleaſure. It ſhould be made a refreſhment, not a 


toil; that after waſting your foll ies you may act the 


'wiſcr, that your minds may be more free for noble 
and neceſſary uſes. If you would enjoy mental 

. in old age, keep oil in ygur lamps to en- 
f 


lighten your upper rooms; therefore ſpend in mo- 
geration, and not too > laviſhly, . of a 1 
2 . 
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| Thould 14 be always preſerved, that * jon of | 
pleaſures do not cortode it. Fools only eee 
waſte their bodies, their health and their ſubſtance. 
*Pis commendable to be always honeſt and juſt to 


woman, as well as to man, in the performing of 


contracts; that you do not by your on practice 


teach thoſe diſnoneſty, that you have to do with. 
Let a conſcientious care direct you- Never de- 
bauch any virgin, nor corrupt any matron, ſince 


other more proper perſons may be enjoyed: Nat | 


give any occaſion to any to grieve by your falſi | 
which' muſt give pain'and regret to an Wee mind : 


| to have been the cauſe of. 


Let thoſe that are in the Fg of age Fry | 
careful of the balſam of life, and not deſire the 


return of youth, which they cannot obtain, nor 


too {rigorouſly condemn thoſe pleaſures or 5 


follies they are not ſo fitted to enjoy: But, 


content with what is paſt, regard thoſe mare noble 


faculties of reaſon, the principal pleaſure of nee 


when ſenſitive pleaſures begin to leave tam. 
To virgins. My greateſt» concern is for yeah | 


you muſt endeavour to reſiſt, with all your might, 
the temptations of young men, that would-eriſnare 


you; and take the utmoſt care to truſt none but 
ſuch in whoſe breaſt lodges ſEntiments of virtuous 
honour, and who have a ſtrict regard to truth, with - 


whom you have a proſpect of being happy all your 


days. You have the moſt difficult part to act, and 
the only way to keep your fortreſs from ſurrender- 
ing is never to treat about it, but when terms fit to 
be accepted are propoſed: by one whoſe actions have 
been known not to give his lips the lye. Preſerve. 


your virginity for a huſband, that you may find 


the reward in his laſting love and good opinion of 


your chaſtity and fidelity. Love and affection | 


fen on virtue is the moſt durable. 3 


T0 parents, whoſe, children by the ſorte 
youthful yigour and agreeable temptations ha 


acted contrary: to their wills: Conſider what ſen- 


when young, and forgive the faults that nature 
makes in thoſe that have err*d; If you preſerv'd 
yourſelves in your youthful days, yet make ſome 


allowance for the difference of conſtitutions and 
eircumſtances. Which of you having children, 


had not much rather they make a flip that is re- 


cCoverable as to condition, than be in a condition 


irrecoverably: miſerable. | Scarce any, with reſpect 


to their ſons, but would chuſe this; and would as 


freely chuſe the ſame; reſpecting their daughters, 
if they rightly conſidered things, and if the bar- 


barous cuſtom of making ſo wide a diſtinct ion where 


no ſuch is, did not pervert the judgments of peo- 
: plc, and occaſion their partial cen ſoriouſneſs. This 


mention to ſtir up in parents a placable forgiv- 


ing nature, and to abate raſh cenſure in all, not 
to corrupt any. What I have written, I intend 
for a general good; and, I am diſpoſed to hope, 
will be more conducive to it, than many writings 
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 feid to be delivered by ber before à Court f 


Fulicature in the Colony of Connecticut 12 
New- England; where ſhe was proſecuted the : 


1 fifth 552 for having a baſtard child, which 


 Tnfluenced the Court to diſpenſe. with ber 
© puniſhment, and induced one. of ber Judge 
vg 40 — * . Alex ' day yy 3:4 1-60 
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Se 


A AY it pleaſe a Lomb 8 to Ts : 


I ſhall not trouble your Honours. with lang 


| ſpeeches, for I have not the preſumption to ex- 


pect, that you may by any means be prevailed on 


to deviate | in your ſentence from the law in my fa- 


„ . 2 . vour (c. 


W 4) * This Eg is s attelied for truth, but whether true or no, 


the reaſons that follow are Ag but many perſons, in matters 


of belief, frais at a gnat, aud fwallw a camel: They can- 


not credit the truth of a ſtory that has nothing improbable in 


it; but can credit tories reported by a eredulous people to be 


done in diſtant ages, and in a . a Li ich are im- 


Poſſiple to nature. 


1V I dulge me in a few words: I am a poor un- 
t appy woman, who have no money to fee lawyers 
to plead for me, being hard put to it to get a to- 
lerable living (3). 


(5) No penny, no pater nofter whether in Law. or Goſpel, . 


the poor could ſeldom have right by law, and formerly 'twas 
| impoſſible for rich men to go to heaven by the goſpel, When 


Chrift and his miniſters were poor; but if the caſe be the ſamg 
now, Chrift have mercy upon his miniſters, for they” are now 


3 | = 


\ 


— — — the. anc: | » * 


vour (e. All 1 humbly hope is, that your Ho- 


” 


. This is the fifth time, Gentlemen, that I have 
| been dragged before your court on the fame ac- 


nours would charitably move the Governor's good- 


2 * 


count (4); twice I have paid heavy fines, and 


twice have been brought to public puniſhment, 


for want of money to pay thoſe fines (e). This 


may have been agreeable to the laws, and I don't 
diſpute it; but ſince laws are ſometimes unreaſon- 


able in themſelves, and therefore repealed; and 
others bear too hard on the ſubject in particular 
circumſtances, and therefore there is left a power 


ſome what to diſpenſe with the execution of them (f), 
T take the liberty to ſay, that I think this law, by 
which I am puniſhed, is both unreaſonable in it- 
ſelf, and particularly ſevere with regard to me, 
who have always lived an inoffenſive life in the 


ehe mies (if I bave any) to ſay Jever wrong'd man, 


woman or child. Abſtracted from the law I can- 


not conceive (may it pleaſe your Honours) what 


de) Religious finners have more aſſurance ; they imagine, 
as they are taught, Luke xviii, that importunity will work upon 
their judge, and that therefore they Hall be heard for their 
much ſpeaking, how much ſoever they ſpeak againſt it; or, why 

do _ pray ſo long, and often? Why ſo often utter the ſame 
._ expreſſions over, and over again; if importunity be not the a- 

ailing grace, if the beſt prayer - monger or ſpeech- maker to 
God Almighty does not ſtand the beſt chance. | [© 
' -22f 4) 'Twas well they did not put her to death for being a 
Witch, in getting five children without a huſband ; which could 
__ Certainly be done no way but by witcherafr. © (ft 
be) If it was juſt to infli& any puniſhment or fine, it ſhould 


. have been inflited on the man; the woman, I think, ſuffered 


» enough in bearing the children, and bringing them forth. 


And very reaſonable it ſhould be 10, becauſe cireun- 
ſtances fo far alter the nature of things, that the ſame aftion . 


2 , | bd 4 . * : '®. JOEY! * ; 3 SY . 
may be good or evil, as it is differently eircumſtancedt. 
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on my behalf, that my fine may be remitted. 
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. So 5, oh 


without the arbitrary authority of law, to prove her a crim- 


i * i z 4 1 * 
101) 


the nature of my offence is (g). I have brought 


five fine children into the world at the riſque of 


my life, and have maintained them well by my 
own induſtry, without burdening the townſhip (0; 
and would have done it better, if it had not been 


for the heavy charges and fines have paid (). 


Can it be a crime (in the nature of things I mean) 
to add to the number of the King's ſubjects in a 


ee 


( 'Twould be very hard by the laws of reaſon and nature, 


nal, or offender. Can an inoffenſive life offend God, that does 
not offend man? . 5 „ 


2 ; 


) Surely the bringing them into the world, and bringing 


them up, was fo much puniſhment, that I believe few women 
would do the ſame'to enjoy the tranfitory pleaſure in ge ang 
them; and as much as her trouble exceeded her pleaſure, ſo 
much more than atonement ſhe made for her fin, if that plea« 
fare was fin, that ſhe certainly did works of merit and ſuper- 
errogation. - And if her righteouſneſs more than balanced her 
fin, certainly the fin was done away, and ſhe ought to be 
deem'd righteous ; and the over-balance ſhould be charged to 
her credit in the book of life. She ought not to be puniſhed 


for not having a father to her children, feeing ſhe. was both 


75 eo meyer to them. 3 3 DF : 
Fi) Is rot mulcting the poor parent for begetting children 
out of the pale of . 9 by ” a eres of 
law, of the children's ſupport. To beget children is häman, 
or agreeable to the nature of man; but to deprive them of 
their ſubſiſtence, or 'what ought to be theirs, is inhuman or 
barbarous to human nature. o enable parents to bring up 
their children, is pious and charitable; hut to diſable them 


from doing their duty by them, is impious and uncharitable : 


And if the parents are poor, has a tendency to murder: I 
the conſequence of ſuch ſeverity reduce the parents to fea, to 


maintain themſelves and offspring, the ſin is not in the parents, 
dut in the law, which lays them under that neceſſity; for ne- 
ceſſity has no law, therefore cannot be ſaid to break any : That 
which makes the neceſſity, makes the fin: Wicked laws make 

the people wicked. And they that make thoſe laws, are che 
Sathors of all bad conſequences ſuch laws produce. © 
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niſhable action (4). I have debauched no other. 
| A huſband, nor enticed any youth: Theſe 


things I never was charged with, nor has any one 


the leaſt cauſe of complaint againſt me, unleſs 


perhaps the miniſter, or juſtice, becauſe I have had 
children without being married, by which they 
have miſſed. a wedding- fee (I). But can ever this 
be a fault of mine? I. appeal to your Honours, 
Youare pleaſed. to allow, I don't want ſenſe 3 but 


I ſhould be ſtupified to the laſt degree, not to pre- 


ter the honourable ſtate of wedlock, to the condi- 
tion I have lived in (n). I always was, and am 


_ Till willing to enter into it; and doubt not my | 


behaving well in it, having all the induſtry, fru- 
_ gality, fertility, {ſkill and ceconomy appertaining 
to a good wife's character (2). I defy any perſon 
to ſay I ever refus'd an offer of that ſort (o). On 


the contrary, I readily conſented to the only pro- 


poſal of marriage that ever was made me, which 
was when I was a virgin but too eaſily confiding 
in the perſon's ſincerity that made it, 1 

loft my own honour by truſting to his; fo 


jp 1 
& - * 


74 Which is moſt praiſe-worthy, to get children, and take 


care of them ; or to get none and take care of none? Which 


is moſt conducive to the public good ; or beſt for the common- 


wealth? Suppoſing both to be. good, yet which 1s the better ? 
Which is the more laudable, a private perſonal. good, or the 
propagation of public good? Frugality or uf where 
Either are practicable? Or, at leait, if conſtitution and c 
Ances require the one or the other, where is the crime of 
/ ĩ ĩ ¾ oa: AR 
- (1) Becauſe both miniſter and juſtice marry there. 
in)] Undoubtedly it is better to be at a plentiful table 
| and to live in credit, than to ſnap at a bit now and then, as if 
one lived by ſtealth, and be always betrayed. '. .. 
) Outſide goodneſs often carries off the prize; which, 
| 4 © a 0 hidden and intrinſic worth merit, but arg 
_ gepriv . | | | | | 
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Which having obtained, they ſacrifice all honour and conſcien 


men purſue pleaſure and profit, that they leave honour 'and 
| Conſcience behind them in their amours and affairs, { th 
few are to be truſted in thoſe concerns. 


caſe, when actions that are not criminal” in themſelves are . 


mon ſuffer for their riches, as when they fall into the Hatt 


P founded on ſomewhat elſe) are violated by truth 


as 


me with child, and then farſpok..me (2. That 


magiſtrate of this country; and I had hopes he 
would have appeared this day on the beneli, und 


have endeavoured' to moZefate the court in my fa- 
vour; then I ſhould have  ſcorn!d- to have men- 

en'd it; but Ii muſt now complain of it, as un- 
t and unequal, that my betrayer and undoer, the 
t cauſe of all my faults and miſcarriages, (if thay 


muſt be deem'd ſuch) ſhould be advancd to ho- 


Nour and power in the government, that puniſhes 


my misfortunes with ſtripes and infamy (. 


I ſhall be told, tis like, that were there no act 


of aſſembly in the caſe, the precepts of religian ar 
Niolated by my tranſgreſſions (r). If mine then is 
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0 "Tis a moſt ſhameful thing, that men pretending to ho- 


nour or conſcience, ſhould only pretend it to obtain their ends 


> 


end yet would be thought to have it But ſo cagerly do mol 


©: (q) It muſt be confeſs'd, tho! tis diſagreeable to be te 
that people do not ſuffer for their crimes, 1 for their wv2at- 
weſs, ignorance and poverty: For if two perſons are dun 5 
the faine action (as in this caſe) the impotent and poor f Rr 
with ſcandal, while the powerful and opulent generally efeap 
with impunity, and perhaps applauſe; tho the poor ny ha 


neceflity to plead in their favour ; and this is natara 


7 


* 


made by law ; or actions criminal in reaſon and the 
things, are by law or cuſtom eſteem'd juſt. Sometim 


ef high-u ay robbers, or hizh-church robbers, as the inquiſition 


i Stain and Portural, where rich Herelics' are 5 


the law of that church, that the church by law tod may ' 
them and their families of all their wealth; and this law is 
there deemed' 0% and /. 8 2 00 OE Ul 


I The precepts of any religion; which iv not eſtabliſhed 


bn the foundations of r4/b and honeſty, (and they ate general 
ath and bo- 
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all that need be done, is to convince men o 


_ - dorrine, was very uncertain, not to be depended on; and very | 


„„ 
à religious offence, leave it to religious puniſh- 
ments. Tou have already excluded me from the 
comforts of your Church communion: Is not that 
fofficient? You believe 1 have offended heaven, 
and muſt ſuffer eternal fire: Will got that be ſuf- 
ficient? What need is there then of your addi- 
tional fines and whipping (5)? Lown, I do not 


think as you do; for if I thought hat you call a 
"fin was really ſuch, I could not preſumptuouſi7 


ven is angry at my having children, when to the 


little done by me towards it, God has been pleaſed 
to add his divine ſkill and admirable workman- 
ſhip: in the formation of their bodies; and crown d 

it, by furniſhing them with rational and immortal 
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neſty., Religion, erected and eſtabliſhed on theſe, is good 

and ſuch religion only. All other is knayery, and tyranny, 
and injurious to the natural rights of mankind 3. and aims to 
make ſovereigns, as well as ſubjects its ſlaves and vaſlals. Iis 
"Highly neceſſary in every kingdom, that the king ſhould. be 
head of the national church therein; or the church will be 
"His bead: If he keep not the church under his power, the 
Power of the church, that is, of the prieſts, will keep the king 
under. The church will be always mild, when its power i 
_muzzled ; and will do no hurt, when it cannot. But ever 


s > 
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(.) Tf they believe eternal torments are the rewards of ſin 
in this life, which they teach others to believe; or that bere- 

after God will puniſh all men according to their demerits; 
what preſumption is it for them that believe ſo, te take God's 


Work out of his hand (eipecially in fins ſaid to be againſt him 


'only ?) Or do they juſtice zow, in bringing his juſtice o! 
Khemle!ves by their own injuſtice. If this . OK 3 
Arve, and; truly believed, I ſee no need of puniſhments here 3 

| F the truth of it. 
But men act, judge and puniſh here, as if the truth of this 
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atle believed, cho much talked of. 
(4) Ani vident demonſtration, that the having baſtarq 
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Af 3 me, Gentlemen, if? Etalk n little extra- 


8252 on a N 4 1 am e : Buy if 


leave ee ( which ; 
fate monk) 1255 ro hundreds of their poſterity, 
| generation. 5 by not. this a greater. 
Ws againft fp ablic good, than mine? Com 
del them then by, | either to marriage, or to pay 
ouble the fine $45 eg every. year (x). , What 

miſt poor young v women do, whom cuſtom has yr 
BRE to ſolicit the men ; And who cannot force them“ 
| felves' upon hufpands, When the laws take. no care, 
rovide them an = ny; ; and yet ſeverely Puniſh then "8 

f'they do their lucy without them; LS; the duty 

e ficſt and great command of nature, and 45 
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been able to 95 me ; but for its 5 7 5 

Zarded the loſs. 1. he Public eſteem, and have fre:, 

, 1 endured Public dilgrace and puniſhments - 
ani > therefore” ought; "in 15 himble opinion, ing. ho 

/ den of a'whij e ſtatue erected o my 
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˖ "Thar the firſt miracle he wrought, wa 
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